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The white rajah

FOR all the things it stands for, the United Nations, which is supposed to
uphol d equality as well as multi-racial and nulti-religious principles,
shoul d ponder over the internal devel opnents at its mission in East Tinor
if the allegation of racismis true.

The accusati on was nade by Datuk N. Paraneswaran who quit as chi ef-of -
staff of the UN Transitional Administration in the territory ei ght days
before the expiry of his contract.

The Prime Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, conmented that
Par ameswar an's reason for resigning seened to be justified, but he could
not say whether racismis inherent in UN m ssions worl dw de.

Par ameswar an says that UNTAET, despite having to deal with a popul ation
that nostly speaks Bahasa | ndonesia and practi ses eastern culture, has
becone "an Eastern mission with a Wstern face"

It is no secret that countries with clout, nmostly fromthe West, try to
dom nate all activities. It may also be useful to review the racial
conposition of enployees in the world body. ldeally, they should be nore
representative of the nmenber states.

In the present case, steps nmust be taken to recruit and despatch people
who speak Mal ay/ | ndonesi an and know nore about the region or in
Par ameswar an's words "the psyche of East Tinor's nost inportant nei ghbour
| ndonesi a".
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