15/ 09/ 2002
PM won't be around for another election battle

Bal an Mbses

DATUK Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad' s deci sion not to contest the next general
el ection was the story of the week with the vernacul ar newspapers

front pagi ng the i ssue yesterday.

The Berita Harian quoted the Prine Mnister, slated to hand over duties
to his deputy Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi next October, as saying
that he would continue to ensure that the people were not taken in by
Qopposi tion cl ai ns.

Speaki ng at a neet-the-people session at the Sultan Abdul Ham d Col | ege
in Alor Star on Friday, Dr Mahathir, who has been Kubang Pasu MP since
1974, said he would canpaign very hard for the Barisan Nasional in the
pol I's schedul ed for 2004.

The Utusan Mal aysia went on to quote the Prinme Mnister as saying that
he hoped the people woul d not make a m stake when choosi ng the next
Gover nnent .

He told the audience at the school, where his father was the first
principal in 1908, that the beliefs of those who had been fool ed shoul d be
corrected so that they woul d not be cheated.

The Prime Mnister's statenment saw Umo vice-president Datuk Seri Najib
Razak saying that the former's views should be
respect ed.

Speaking to reporters, the Defence Mnister and nost senior Umo vice-
presi dent was quoted as saying that Dr Mahathir's decision should be
accepted even though the people wanted himto continue | eading the nation
He hoped that Dr Mahathir would continue to guide the people and Umo in a
capacity which would enable himto do so.

Meanwhil e, the Berita Harian on Friday reported that the Singapore
Manpower M nistry had refused to approve a work permt for |awer Karpal
Singh to represent four young girls fighting a ban on tudung (headscarf)
in schools in the republic.

Si ngapore did not provide a reason for the decision, it quoted Karpa
who wanted to represent Khairah Faroukh of Primary 1/3, Eunos Primary
School, Siti Farw rah Mhanmed Kassimof Primary 1.4 Chongzhen Primary
Scool, Nurul Nasi hah Mohd Nasser
of Primary 1D, Wiite Sands Primary School and Sheila Zulkifli of Secondary
2D, Tanjung Katong G rls School as saying

Yest erday, however, the newspaper shed nore light on the issue by
qgquoting a Singapore Government statenment that said Karpal was not all owed
to represent the students as it felt he was trying to interfere in
donmestic affairs of the country.

The republic accused Karpal, who obtained his | aw degree from Si ngapore,
of trying to further his own agenda in his attenpt to offer |egal counse
to the girls.

Karpal had applied for the work permt through Sadari Masuri & Partners,
a Singaporean |law firm

Si ngapore introduced a ban on headscarves in schools earlier this year
while continuing to all ow Sikhs boys to wear turbans in schools.

The Ut usan Ml aysi a touched on an unusual devel opnent | ast week which

showed the effect of the nation's dependence on illegal inmmgrants.
It quoted a Nestle spokesman as saying that sales of Maggi Mee and MIo
had fallen drastically since the expiry of the general amesty on illega

i mm grants which saw t housands returning to |Indonesia.
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