18 JUN 2002
Mahat hi r - Mal ays
THERE |'S AN URGENCY FOR THE MALAYS TO CHANGE, SAYS PM

KUALA LUVMPUR, June 18 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d today that there is an urgency for the Malays to
adapt to changes as they can no |longer afford to wait and let the world
pass them by.

"W have no tinme. The world is now noving nuch faster, technology is
now devel oping i n such a rapi d pace.

"If we're (like in) the ol den days when certai n changes take place in
10 or 100 years, then we'll be | eft behind. There is an urgency," said Dr
Mahat hir, who i s Umo president, at a nedi a conference after briefing
del egates to the Umo general assenbly whi ch begi ns on Thursday.

He was asked whet her the decision to conduct exam nations for science
and mat hematics in the English | anguage fromnext year was nade i n haste as
the Mal ays are not yet ready.

According to press reports today, the nove will affect the Uian
Pencapai an Sekol ah Rendah (UPSR), Penil ai an Menengah Rendah (PMR) and Sijil
Pel aj aran Mal aysi a (SPM exam nati ons.

El aborating on the matter, Dr Mahathir said: "Yes, that's our target
(exam nations) and we can if we want to doit."

The prine nminister said that any new policy or approach would certainly
face problens initially.

"We nust accept the fact that there will be problens and if we are not
capabl e of overcom ng t hese probl ens, then we are not fit to be | eaders, "
he said.

Dr Mahat hir was al so asked on his interview published by the weekly
"M ngguan Mal aysi a" | ast Sunday i n whi ch, anong ot hers, he expressed his
frustration over the attitude of the Mal ays who are bent on dependi ng on
assi stance, subsidi es and special rights.

"Those are not harsh words. Those are words of advice," he said.

Dr Mahathir's statenent inthe interviewrel ated to several governnent
deci si ons seen as threatening the position of the Ml ays.

They i ncl ude t he openi ng up of the Maktab Rendah Sai ns Mara (MRSMs) and
the matricul ati on progranme to the non-Mal ays, the teaching of science and
mat hematics in the English | anguage and the i npl enentati on of the
meritocracy systemfor the entry of students in public institutions of
hi gher | ear ni ng.

On the fear that nore Malay privil eges woul d be cut back, the prinme
mnister said that it was up to themto nmake an assessnent on whet her what
he was doi ng was sonet hi ng good for the conmunity or otherw se.

Asked whet her the opposition would capaitalise onthe matter, Dr
Mahat hir said that the opposition was i ndeed bankrupt of ideas.

"They' Il just watch at what we're doing, they' Il just condemn.

Everyt hing we do, they'll condemn but they never do anyt hi ng.

"What they're doing, injustice for instance, that's what they're doing.
They are consorting with those clainmng to stand for justice (Keadilan) but
they are not just. They intend to punish the victins," he said.

He was referring to the proposed Terengganu Syari ah Cri m nal Enact nment
Bi Il which, anpong ot hers, has been reported to be unfair to rape victins.

- - BERNANA

MAM MAM RHM RM



	THERE IS AN URGENCY FOR THE MALAYS TO CHANGE, SAYS PM (Bernama 18/06/2002)

