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Par | i anent - debat e
UNI VERSI TI ES SHOULD KEEP TABS ON ACTI VI TI ES OF STUDENTS

KUALA LUWPUR, March 19 (Bernama) -- Universities should keep tabs on
the activities of students to ensure that they will not be involved in
unheal thy activities, the Dewan Rakyat was tol d today.

Masti ka Junai dah Husin (BN Arau) said universities should al so take
firmaction and not to allowthe students to be used as tools by any
political party.

"I feel very sorry for the students," she said, recalling a case during
t he I ndera Kayangan state by-election in Perlis |last January where Barisan
Nasi onal (BN) wor kers caught three Universiti Sains Mal aysia (USM and four
Uni versiti Teknol ogi Mal aysia (UM for spying for the opposition

Speaki ng during the debate on the notion of thanks for the royal
address, Mastika wanted the outcone of the investigation into claimby the
students that they were directed by PAS | eaders to be made publi c.

Meanwhi | e, anot her backbencher Chang See Teng (BN Gel ang Pat ah) want ed
UTMt o expl ai n why Dewan Sul tan | skandar coul d not be used for activities
ot her than academi c.

He cited a recent case where the university had refused to allowthe
hall to be used as a venue for a cultural exposition organised in
conjunction with the Chi nese New Year on the excuse that the hall was only
for academic activities.

“I'n my opinion, facilities in public institutions of higher |earning
shoul d be put to opti numuse to avoid wastage," he said.

Chang said he saw no reason why the hall coul d not be used for other
activities of benefit to the canpus popul ati on when no acadeni c activities
wer e taking place

He feared that such action could | ead to anti-governnent sentinent a
section of the students.

Ronal d Ki andee (BN-Bel uran) in his speech urged the Educati on M nistry
to take i medi ate steps to nonitor activities of Mal aysi an students
overseas to prevent themfromindul ging i n undesirable activities.

He said some students had indulged in such activities and if no steps
were taken their nunber coul d grow

Meanwhi | e, Jacob Dungau Sagan (BN Baram wanted the governnent to help
certain ethnic groups in Sabah and Sar awak.

He sai d t hese groups had been | eft in terns of devel opnent, not that
t he governnent had negl ected t hem

"They cannot take advantage of opportunities provided by t he gover nment
because they live far inthe interior," he said.

He said that although many of themowned vast tracts of |and, they were
still poor as the | and could not be devel oped.

Rural Devel opnent M nistry through its agenci es such as Fel cra and
Fel da coul d pl ay a neani ngful role by hel pi ng these groups to develop their
| and.

Chong Eng (DAP-Bukit Mertajam in her speech called for the setting up
of a special conmittee to hel p Wnen and Fani |y Devel opnent M nistry to
i mpl ement specific policies relating to wonen's devel opnent.

She said that currently the i nplenmentati on was too slowas the nmnistry
did not have sufficient manpower.

In addition to that, many of those involved in the inplenentation of
policies were not skilled in nmatters on wonen's i ssues, resulting inthe
policies failing to achieve their objectives, she said.



Dat uk Mohd Sarit Yusof (BN Tenerloh) nmeanwhile said the time had come
for the international comunity to reviewU. S. hegenpony of m ght is al ways
right.

He said the international community shoul d reconsi der the theory of
power - sharing nore so in tackling critical issues such as terrorism

"The i nternational community shoul d support call by Prime M nister
(Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad) to Russia to strengthenits positionto
counter bal ance the power in global politics,” he said.

Madi us bin Tangau (BN Tuaran) on the other hand wanted the authorities
to i nvestigate ranpant cases of forged identity cards i n Sabah.

He al so wanted to know t he nunber of foreigners who had applied to
becone Mal aysi an citizens and t he nunber of those who had been i ssued with
i dentity cards.
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