20/ 12/ 2002
PM No assimlation of races

Tan Chin Siang; Letitia Samuel

KUCHI NG Thurs. - The CGovernnent will not assimlate the people into a
single race as it believes in integration where no race is superior to
anot her, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said today.

The Prime Mnister said this was the wi sh of the people who did not want
to be assim|ated.

He said assimlation in sone countries neant having to change nanes,
only speak the | anguage of the country, adopt the religion of the nmasses
and attend schools using the main | anguage of the country as the medi um of
i nstruction.

"Mal aysia is one of few countries in the world, devel oped or devel opi ng,
where peopl e can have their education in their own | anguage, have their
own school s, and yet conformto the general education policy.

"Because we allow for this, there is no bitterness or anger between
different races. W don't intend to assimlate anybody. What we want to do
is integrate the different races and tribal groups into one society, each
playing its own role and no one is higher than the other,"” he said when
opening the 19th del egates conference of the Sarawak United Peoples' Party
(SUPP) here.

Dr Mahathir said this formul a had worked very well despite initial talk
of assimlation "but people did not accept it, so we accepted the wi shes
of the people".

He said one of the primary reasons behind racial harnony and unity in
the country today was the Barisan Nasi onal conponent parties' acceptance
of the fact that Malaysia was a multi-racial, nulti-religious and multi-
cul tural society.

Therefore, there was a need for Ml aysians to be tol erant of one
anot her, he added.

The Prime Mnister said Ml aysians of any one race did not fear having
to enter an area dom nated by another race or walk the streets in cities
and t owns.

"We nust cherish this. W nust nmake sure that this will be enhanced in
the future and the people who can make sure that this will be enhanced
must be the parties in the BN," he said.

Dr Mahathir said one of the secrets behind Ml aysia' s progress since
I ndependence was its people's decision to give top | eaders anple tinme to
prove their worth.

Such support was inportant as a frequent change of posts |like that of
Prime Mnister or Chief Mnister could hinder the devel opnent process |ike
what was happening in Japan and Italy despite having | eaders of calibre.

He said there would al ways be people not satisfied with the | eadership
and who felt that |eaders in a denocratic country should be changed at
regul ar intervals.

"But even powerful countries |ike Japan, for exanple, cannot get out of
t he econoni c probl ens because every two years they have a new Prine
M nister. During ny tenure as PMfor the |last 21 years, Japan has had 12
PMs but their record is beaten by Italy which has had al nost 20.

"When you have a man chosen as PMand give himonly two years to create
mracles, it is inpossible.

"In the first year, you learn how to do your job, to be addressed as
Yang Amat Berhormat, and get invited here and there. In the second year
you begin to plan, but when you want to inplenment your plan by the third



year, you are no longer PM" he said to | aughter.

Among those present were SUPP president Tan Sri Dr CGeorge Chan, Parti
Pesaka Bumi putera Bersatu (PBB) president Tan Sri Abdul Tai b Mahmud,

Sar awak Progressive Denocratic Party (SPDP) protem president Datuk WIIiam
Mawan, Parti Bansa Dayak Sarawak (PBDS) president Datuk Amar Leo Moggie

I rok, MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik and PPP president Datuk
M Kayveas.

Dr Mahathir said he had been able to materialise nany of his ideas
because Mal aysi ans gave himsufficient tine to "make m stakes and correct
t hen'.

He cited the national car project as an exanple.

"Supposing in 1985, after the car was produced and we | ost noney, and |
was sacked, finish-lah... no nore Proton.

"But because they (people) gave nme tinme and we nmade corrections,
eventually we not only manufactured the Proton but al so the Perodua and
all kinds of vehicles. W have even produced sone parts of the Airbus 380.

"So we have to understand that a person nmust be given tine to acconplish
somet hi ng unl ess he has done sonet hing absolutely wong or has sold the
country to other countries, and all that... | think let's not rock the
boat and change the captain and all that."
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