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SYED HAM D TELLS OPPGCSI TI ON TO UPHOLD NATI ONAL | NTEREST

PUTRAJAYA, Aug 2 (Bernama) -- Menbers of the opposition should put the
interest of the country rather than their political interest first,

i ncl udi ng when i nterviewed by the foreign media, Forei gn M ni ster Datuk
Seri Syed Hanmi d Al bar said today.

He said that sonetinmes efforts by the governnent to project the true
i mage of Mal aysi a were underm ned by opposition nenbers who woul d run down
the country during such interviews.

"I hope there will be cooperation when it comes to the interest of the
country. We shoul d not put political interest in front of our nationa
interest," he told reporters after the signing of a menorandum of
under st andi ng bet ween Mal aysi a and Australia on conbating i nternationa
terrorismat Wsma Putra, here.

Syed Hami d i nked t he docunent on behal f of the Ml aysi an gover nnment
whil e Australiawas represented by his counterpart, Al exander Downer.

Syed Hami d's remarks cane when answering a question on why the foreign
medi a seeminclinedto find fault with everything Mal aysi a does, i ncl udi ng
neasures taken to conbat terrorismw thin its borders.

"I think that once they have got a fixed mnd, a fixed agenda, no
matter what we say, it's not going to change them Wat is nost inportant
is that it shoul d not underni ne our own confidence," he said.

Syed Hami d sai d Mal aysi ans nmust continue to ensure that their country
was stable and the people united to enable it to defend itself.

He said the country nust continue to adopt the right policies, which
was the case all this while, to be able to attract nore investors and
visitors.

Peopl e who knew this country, he said, were very interested to cone
here because of the political stability, the kindness of its peopl e and,
for investors, the know edge that their investnments were safe.

"But sonetines our work i s made difficult because sone opposition
menbers would talk to the foreign nedia and say that this is not happening
inthis country,"” he added

He al so cormented on Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad' s
statenent in Langkawi yesterday that a rich country had succeeded in
st oppi ng a corporation frominvesting in Mal aysia by offering it US$200
mllion and ot her incentives.

Syed Hami d said such action should be included in the internationa
trade regul ati ons as goi ng agai nst the freedomto i nvest in any country.

He said unfair conpetition would hanmper a country from devel opi ng.
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