25/ 11/ 2002
RLYC to host International Regatta

Zat ashah Idris
THE Royal Langkawi Yacht Club (RLYC) will host the inaugural Royal
Langkawi International Regatta 2003 on March 11-16.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad has agreed for the overall
chal | enge trophy to be naned "Prine Mnister's Chall enge Trophy".

The race is planned to be an annual event marking the end of the racing
season on the west coast of Ml aysia and Thail and.

Chai r man/ Cormodor e and princi pal founder nenber of the RLYC, Tunku
Abdul | ah Tuanku Abdul Rahman said during the press conference at the Royal
Langkawi Yacht O ub on Saturday: "I was sad to learn our Prinme Mnister's
decision to step down in Cctober.

"So the idea of nam ng the trophy after himcane about with Langkaw 's
first International Regatta, in comenoration of his |eadership.”

Dr Mahathir will be |aunching the Regatta and the openi ng cerenony of
RYLC s new narina and seawall on March 11.

RLYC has just conpleted expanding its berthing capacity from 44 berths
to 201 berths as well as the construction of a permanent sea-wal l
(breakwater) to protect the narina.

Regatta manager Robert Forrester said there will be six classes (three
nore than the Raja Miuda International Regatta) and anticipates a nmaxi mum
of 60 boats participating.

"The six classes are divided into Racing, Cruising A Cruising B,

Mul tihull, Openwater and Sports,"” said Forrester.

"So far, we have 12 boats at club registration and 17 boats in the IRC
registered HHC, but we are expecting nore over the course of tinme."

The races will vary fromthe open water triangle course, Pulau Payar
I sl and race, Pul au Segantang |sland race and the Harbour race, wth
di stances from 56km to 44km to 32km (triangle course), to 16km (bay).

The Royal Langkawi International Regatta is categorised into two
divisions: the larger boats (IRC registered HC) will conpete for the
Prime Mnister's Chall enge Trophy, whilst the club registered cruisers
will conpete for the RLYC s Commodore Cup.

It has been confirnmed that there will be an all-wonmen crew and an Under -
20s conpetition with participants from Mal aysi a, Thail and, and possibly
the United States, Australia and New Zeal and.

* ASEAN nations will be invited to send their yachtsnmen to the
Kedah/ Langkawi Open Prem er Regatta on Feb 14-16.

Organi sing comm ttee chai rman Dat uk Abu Bakar Taib said the States would
also be invited to the regatta which will have the optim st and | aser
cat egori es contested.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad woul d be invited to | aunch
the regatta, Abu Bakar, who is the Agriculture Mnistry's Parlianmentary
Secretary told reporters after chairing the organising conmttee neeting
i n Langkawi yesterday.

Over 200 yachtsnmen are expected to take part in the event.
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