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PEOPLE URGED TO MAI NTAI N PATRI OTlI C SPI RI T FOR NATI ONAL RESI LI ENCE

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 26 (Bername) -- The spirit of patriotismanong the
peopl e is crucial when the country is still exposed to the threat of
econom ¢ inperialism said Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad.

The Prime Mnister said econonm c oppression mght be carried out
t hrough the process of globalisation and several other ways.

"W can have differing opinions in national politics, it's alright but
when we are faced with the possibility of other people col onising us,
domi nating us, we should close ranks, this is what patriotismis about," he
sai d.

"W cl ose ranks, we forget about the conflict between us so that we can
concentrate on defending the country," he said at a dialogue with
participants of the National Patriotism Congress at the Enpl oyees
Provi dennt Fund (EPF) Training Centre, in Bangi near here.

He said al though the country had succeeded i n overconi ng severa
chal | enges, the peopl e should not be conplacent and should contribute
t owards national resilience

"Al harmudi | | ah (Thank God), we succeeded actually, that's why we are
anong only a few small nations, devel opi ng nati ons capabl e of voicing our
opinion, to criticise even agai nst najor powers," he said.

The Prime M nister said Mal aysia was not afraid to express its opinion
at the international |evel and was respected by the other countries because
of the people's strong support for the governnent.

He cited exanples that the letters he had witten to world | eaders
recei ved response including fromuUnited States President George W Bush

"Wt don't agree with them we can still say (we) diasgree, but many
ot her countries may not be able to do this because they have weak
adm ni strati on or governnent which do not receive solid support fromthe
peopl e, " he added.

-- Bernama
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