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MALAYSI AN | NDI AN CULTURAL FESTI VAL | N AUGUST

KUALA LUMPUR, June 8 (Bernamm) -- The Mal aysi an I ndian Cul tural
Festival, the first of its kind in the country, will be held on Aug 24.

Wrks M nister Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu said the festival would be held
in a grand manner to conmenorate the i ndependence day cel ebrati ons on Aug
31.

He said the festival would be organi sed by the Ml aysi an | ndi an
Artistes Foundation (M AF) and many | ocal Indian artistes would take part.

Sany Vel lu, who is al so the pernanent chairman of the foundation, said
arti stes who had contri buted much to the devel opnent of Indian culture in
the country woul d al so be honoured.

The event will also offer cash rewards and nomi nate one outstandi ng
artiste to be picked as "artiste of the year".

"Besi des devel oping the culture of the Indian community in Ml aysia,
the festival will also give recognition to the contributions made by the
fine arts conmunity towards the growth of the culture,” he told reporters
after officiating the foundation's second general neeting at Putra Wrld
Trade Centre (PWC) here.

The foundation was | aunched on Feb 20 | ast year to unite the Ml aysian
Indian artistes as well as to look into their welfare and groom new
tal ents.

So far the foundation has registered 421 nenbers fromthe whol e
country.

Sany Vellu, who is also the MC president, said the nenbers of the
foundati on were now covered by insurance.

The foundation plans to pronote |ocal Tam | songs, produce recordings
of Tami | al buns, develop Tam | dramas as well as nmake an effort to get tax
relief fromthe governnent for donations towards the foundation

On another matter, Sany Vellu said the neeting between the Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad and Pope John Paul |1 in Vatican
City yesterday seened |ike an inportant opportunity for the Prime M nister
to explain the various pertinent issues in the world.

He said, the Prine Mnister was the first | eader froman Islanmc nation
in the region who had been invited to neet with Pope John Paul Il and
believed the opportunity was well taken by the Prime Mnister to explain
Mal aysia's views which included the Pal estinian issue.

"As such he has becone nore popul ar and can be referred to as a
statesman,” he said.
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