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Al'l about sharing festive joy

Al'ina Sinon
SHARI NG the joy of celebrating a festival with kin, friends and nei ghbours
- this is what a Ml aysi a-styl e open house is all about.

The I ocal customof inviting people during festivals is now adopted as
part of the country's effort to pronote nation-building and tourism

Six festivals including Hari Raya Aidilfitri, Chinese New Year
Deepaval i, Christmas, Tadau Kaamatan and Gawai Dayak are now part of the
country's tourismcal endar of events.

The recent celebration - the national Hari Raya Aidilfitri Open House -
was held in Jitra, Kedah |ast Saturday evening.

There was huge turnout by locals as well as foreigners including
t housands of Thais who crossed the border that evening.

But what made the event even nore nenorable was the presence of Thai
Prime M nister Thaksin Shinawatra who brought along his cabinet Mnisters
and senior Governnment officials to share in the celebration

The serene picturesque Bandar Darul aman Theme Park with its placid | ake
was transfornmed into a wonderland with tents, lights and a giant stage for
performances by notabl e entertainers.

Many guests cane as early as 5pmto nake sure they get a good spot even
t hough food was only served from 6. 30pm

The menu incl uded popul ar local delicacies |ike the special |aksa Kedah
ketupat nasi (rice ketupat), ketupat pulut (glutinous rice ketupat),
rendang, kuah kacang (savoury peanut sauce) and teh tarik.

Quests were also entertained by cultural performances by the Cul ture,
Arts and Tourism M nistry's dance troupe.

Enchanting stage acts were also given by Siti Nurhaliza, Erra Fazira,
KRU and their Thailand counterpart Sob Chai Kri Yoon Sen, Naruman
Chi vangkur and Yupa Jai Yen

Thankful ly, the event was held in the evening as the cool night breeze
hel ped bring the tenperature down. Many stayed on till the end as there
was much interesting entertai nment to be enjoyed.

There was the added gl anour of royalty with the Yang di-Pertuan Agong
and Raja Permai suri Agong and the Sultan and Sul tanah of Kedah present.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad who had just turned 77 the
day before, joined Kedah Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain and
Cabinet Mnisters to wel come the royal guests.

Dr Mahathir |later received a surprise birthday cake although, in this
case, the cake was made of pulut kunyit (saffron glutinous rice) while the
crowmd sang "Happy Birthday PM in both Bahasa Mal aysia and English to him

A magni ficent fireworks display capped off a splendid evening - until
the next national celebration for Christmas and Chi nese New Year
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