06/ 12/ 2002

PM Return to true teachings (HL)

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad today urged Misli ns,
regardl ess of their political allegiance, tounite to nmake Mal aysia a
nodel Islam c nationin a worldincreasingly hostile to Islam

In his Hari Raya Aidilfitri address, in which Dr Mahathir voiced his
t houghts on Islamand terrorism the Prine Mnister called on Muslins to
returnto the true foundation and teachi ngs of |slam

"Together with non-Muslins, |let us strive to maintain peace and devel op
this nation. Showthe world that Islamis not a violent religion and
Miuslins are not terrorists.

"Show how we, Muslins who are the najority group in Mal aysia, can be
judicious to non-Muslins. Let us showthemthe true Islam as true
Muslins. "

Dr Mahathir urged the militants here to repent and return to the true
path and the comunity, and not be misled into doing what they woul d
regret by fighting fell ow Mislins.

He said it was ironic that these "lIslamic nilitants" had not been
willing to fight the colonial powers to establish an Islamc state, but
surfaced after i ndependence to fight their fell ow Muslins.

He urged themnot to all ow arrogance to denean t hose who had fought for
i ndependence.

"Because of these extrem sts, Malaysia is nowbranded a terrori st
centre. This has had a negative effect, and if they are not stopped, the
country will suffer the sane fate as certain other nations that were
oppressed. "

Dr Mahathir said the mlitants were a confused group who did not know
what an I sl am c nati on was, and neasured | sl amin clothing, particularly
wonen' s cl othing, and separation of the sexes.

"Wormen are not allowed to attend school or work to prevent themfrom
beconing a tenptation to nmen,"” he said.

"The militants' actions will only destroy the country, and the victinms
woul d be Muslinms and an Islanic country."

"The battle in Malaysia is to preserve peace and prosper the nation in
all areas, to strengthen our defence and frighten our enem es, as required
by Islam™

Mal aysi a, he said, was nore resilient than many Muslimnations, and
efforts to subjugate it had fail ed.

He sai d those who wanted to create chaos here were traitors to the
country and Islam and it was regrettable that they wanted to seize power
intheir own country which al ready had a Musli ml eadershi p, but di d not
want to battle enem es who oppressed Muslims.

He sai d t hese peopl e went to Paki st an and Af ghani stan purportedly to
study religion but actually to | earn how to nake bonbs, rob banks, to kill
and to toppl e the Governnment to set up a supposedly Islanic nation.

"The worl d has recogni sed Mal aysia as an Islam c nation, and this
i ncl udes ot her Muslimcountries which want to emul ate us."

He said the militants exalt Afghanistan but the Taliban were conquered
so easily by the West, | eaving the country a beggar and taking orders from
ot hers.

"I's this the kind of Islam c country they want for Mal aysi a? The Af ghans
are not living happily, now or before. Many were forced to flee to other
countries," he said. "How nmany Muslins have had to fl ee fromMal aysi a
because t hey were prevented frompractising | sl anP"



Dr Mahathir said fighting terrorismwas not like fighting crine, and it
woul d be sheer irresponsibility to allowterrorists to freely expl ode
bombs before action was taken.

The terrorists in Mal aysi a, he said, were far nore dangerous than the
communi sts had been, and the country had to use preventive | aws such as
the Internal Security Act.

Acknowl edgi ng t hat several detainees had |inks to opposition parties, he
refuted accusations that the Governnent was taking the opportunity to act
agai nst the Opposition.

He said it was an illogical conclusion as the detainees were previously
unknown, while any plausible threat to the Government woul d cone fromthe
top | eadershi p of opposition parties.

Dr Mahat hir said respect for Muslins worldwi de was at its | owest ebb;
they were considered terrorists, and their nations dangerous.

The Muslimworld had joined the rest in synpathising with the US after
the Sept 11 attacks and pledging to fight terrorism but this was fadi ng
because t he war agai nst terror had becone one agai nst Muslins, both friend
and foe.

"Countries that had co-operated were al so deened as untrustworthy
enenmies, and visits to these countries were di scouraged. "

He said it may be excessive for an Islamc country to | abel the world's
super power the "Great Satan", but this was not too different from
labelling Iraq, Iran and North Korea as the "Axis of Evil".

"W are not anti-West, or anti-the najor powers, or anti-Wite. This is
a statement of fact."

Hari Raya Aidilfitri, Dr Mahathir said, was an opportunity to
denonstrate the true brotherhood of Mislins, and he urged Muslins to
forgi ve one anot her and visit each ot her's hones.

"Do not forget to invite your non-Muslimfriends to strengthen the bonds
bet ween us, " he said, extending his gratitude and Hari Raya wi shes to the
security forces, civil servants and all Mal aysi ans.

"As Prine Mnister and a Muslim and on behal f of ny famly, | w sh
Sel amat Hari Raya Aidilfitri and maaf zahir batinto all Mslins."

( END)
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