20 JUN 2002
Umo- Politics (Round-up)
POLI CY SPEECH AND PUTERI UMNO ENDORSEMENT ATTRACT ATTENTI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, June 20 (Bernama) -- Umo president Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad' s speech with the thenme "Exposi ng The Exposed" and t he
amendnents to the party constitution to endorse Puteri Umo as a newentity
of the party stole the Iinelight at the Umo General Assenbly today.

The 28-page speech by Dr Mahat hir touched, anpng ot her things, on the
position of the Malays which was still not secure, Malay disunity, Islamc
country, the ala PAS Hudud Law, the effects of fam |y break-ups and
terrorism

The Prime M nister exposed the Mal ay weaknesses one by one that led to
their failure despite various assi stance and programmes provi ded special ly
for them

They included the culture of the Mal ays who were generally Mislins but
did not practise the real teachings of |Islamalthough | ooking fromthe
aspects of cl othings and behavi our, the Mal ays now appeared nore | sl anic
and religious than before.

The attitude of the Mal ays, he said, such as | azi ness and opting for
t he easy way out regardl ess of the outcone had led to their failure after
t hey were gi ven many chances and assistance inthe formof facilities as
wel | as cash.

Puteri Umo, which was forned on Aug 3 | ast year, was endorsed as a new
entity of Umo when t he Umo Speci al General Assenbly unani nously passed
t he seven anendnents to the party's constitution.

Wth the endorsenent, it now has an organi sation and i s adninistered
just like the Wanita Umo and Umo Yout h novenents at all levels fromthe
branch, division, state and central |evel.

Mermber ship of Puteri Umo is open to Mal ay wonen bet ween t he ages of 18
and 35 and up to 40 years for the post of the novenent's head. There are
about 35,000 nmenbers in Puteri Umo now.

The i ssue over the 10 per cent additional places for non-Buniputeras in
t he Mara Juni or Sci ence Col | eges (MRSM and Matricul ati on Centres whi ch was
expected to donminate the debate, did not attract the del egates' attention.

It was vastly different fromthe Umo Youth and Wanita General Assenbly
and Puteri Umo Convention yesterday where the i ssue over education
dom nat ed t he debat es.
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