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By: David Chelliah

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 27 (Bernamm) -- Cuepacs, the public sector union
unbr el | a body, has proposed t hat the Government consi der buil di ng nore
vocational and technical schools to produce skilled people for the | abour
market and re-train workers in areas now dom nated by forei gners.

Cuepacs president Datuk N. Siva Subranmani amsaid the only way for
Mal aysia to overcone the acute | abour shortage and not depend on foreign
| abour was to trainits own workers and al |l ow students awaiting exam
results to work on a part tinme basis.

He said school s should give nerit points for students who worked
part-tinme during the holidays or while waiting for the exam nations
results.

"These students can work i n conveni ence stores or petrol-kiosks while
waiting for their results," he told Bernama in an interview.

Siva said | ocal workers should also | earn additional skills to neet the
needs of certain sectors.

"Slow y stage by stage we can reduce the i mport of foreign workers," he
sai d.

He sai d Cuepacs had endorsed a resolution to stop the influx of foreign
wor kers and suggest ed t hat gardeners and "jagas" in the public sector be
trained in multi-skills,

He said there were 20,000 contract workers in the public service and
nmost of themwere enpl oyed as gardeners and jagas who could be trained in
other fields and be roped i n when there was a need.

He sai d Cuepacs had expressed concern over the recent rioting of
I ndonesi an workers in Nilai and fighti ng anong thensel ves i n Dengki | .

"The bad exanpl es set by foreign workers will influence the |oca
wor kf orce and hence t he country shoul d have enough | ocal Iy trai ned workers
to nmeet the market demand,” he said.

Si va sai d Cuepacs wel comed Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad' s suggestion t hat nore Rukun Tet angga (nei ghbour hood wat ch) sectors
be set up to produce an even nore harnmoni ous and prosperous society.

"Cuepacs has pledged its full support for Rukun Tetangga projects to be
further devel oped. Everyone i n Cuepacs supports Dr Mahathir's ideato
devel op the Rukun Tetangga," he said.

"No one shoul d conprom se when it conmes to unity and Dr Mahathir
rightfully pointed out the role of Rukun Tetangga programes,” he said.

Dr Mahat hir yesterday said anong ot her things that Rukun Tetangga al so
served to nonitor and resol ve i ssues at grassroot | evel before they worsen
and spread.

The Prime M nister had said the Governnment would continue to give
strong support to Rukun Tetangga and extend nore aid to it to ensure that
its community programmes and activities were successful
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