15/ 09/ 2002
Dr M should head infrastructure thrust

Munir Majid

Labour of peace, |ove for manki nd

DI D you know that 44 mllion people in Ml awi, Zanbia, Mzanbi que and
Sierra Leone have an average |life expectancy of 40 years?

Contrast this with the average life expectancy in the US, Canada, United
Ki ngdom France, CGernmany, Italy, Spain, Denmark and Japan - al nost 740
mllion people in all - which is 78 years and ri sing.

Did you know, in the four African countries, for every 1,000 children
born alive, 200 die before the age of five? The corresponding figure for
t he devel oped countries nentioned above is five.

The bottomone-tenth in the four African countries have an average life-
span of 30 years, hardly any tine at all to live any kind of life.

So many are struck down by cancer, heart disease, nental illness,
enmaci ati on by hunger, AIDS, river blindness, nalaria.

If only they had better nedical facilities, care, food and better
i ncomes which woul d buy them sonething nore than just half or quarter of a
life, as the British phil osopher Ted Honderich has described it.

Did you know that 2.4 billion people in the world (about 40 per cent of
the total world popul ati on) do not have adequate sanitation, and that 1.1
billion have no access to water supply whatsoever fromsouth Asia to Gaza
to Africa?

| bring these statistics out to showtheir reality and how t hey wei gh
down actual |ives, how they crush hope and how t hey depl ete manki nd. They
are the essence of life and death above and beyond the words and
principles of what is good for them

VWhat are we tal king about when we speak of high soundi ng principles
which result in the Killing Fields of Canbodia, the bonbings during the
Vi et nam war, Bosnia, Kosovo, the Sept 11 Twin Tower deaths, revenge, nore
deat hs and destruction?

W are placing ideol ogy, of whatever kind, above humanity. Perhaps we
shoul d spend less time engaging in that debate and do sonethi ng real

The soft side of infrastructural devel opnent shoul d be remenbered for
the hope and the neans it gives to life. It is something which has not
been sufficiently focused on in building a better world.

The United Nations system about saving mankind fromthe "scourge of
war", the US invocation of |iberal denocracy and human rights, and
what ever bilateral and nultilateral arrangenents for devel opnent - they
all have not addressed sufficiently the need to supply the neans of life.

Infrastructure devel opment of itself will not solve all the world's
probl enms, but a focus on it would plant the seed of hope, that sonething
i s happening which is for real

The idea can grow if the benefits it brings are there for all to see.

In Mal aysi a, our devel opnent has been very real. Infrastructure has |ed
the way and pulled us forward.

Its architect is the Prine Mnister. He is the natural |eader for a
simlar effort on a world scale.

It, therefore, behoves the Governnment and private sector to devel op the
i dea Dr Mahathir has planted so that it can be realised to show the world
that, when we say address the ills of the world to reduce despair,
instability, tunult and terrorism we are also prepared to play a | ead
role in bringing greater hope.

The start of the process would, in itself, signal that there is the



begi nning of care and attention.
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