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Wbrren mnistry revs ahead

Sof i anni  Subki

"THERE i s nothing the Ml aysian woman cannot do!" decl ared Datuk Shahri zat
Abdul Jalil, the Mnister of Whnen and Fami |y Devel opnment, in her speech
at the National Wwnen's Day cel ebrations at Putra Stadium Bukit Jalil.

In response, sone 15,000 wonmen, clad in purple and white (the unofficial
colours of the mnistry), cheered and the appl ause grew | ouder when she
hi ghl i ght ed sonme of the achi evenents of her ministry.

"Since its establishnent, the mnistry has worked continuously towards
educati ng wonen of all ages and sectors, especially in the field of ICT,"
she said. "We're al so exposing themto other fields such as |aw and
busi ness as well as expanding their know edge in fam |y devel opnment,
marri age and parenting.”

O her mlestones include granting automatic work permts to foreign nmen
married to Mal aysi an wonen and all owing widows to receive their late
husbands' pensi on even when they remarry.

But perhaps the npbst inportant victory the mnistry scored for Ml aysian
worren was when Article 8(2) of the Federal Constitution was anmended to
i ncl ude "sex" to enable wonen to enjoy equal rights as nmen and ensure they
are not discrimnated against.

Previously, the Bill of equal rights only protected citizens from
di scrimnation on the grounds of religion, race, descent or place of
birth. Including gender in this Bill was an issue the mnistry had been

chanpi oning for since its establishnent.

This year's National Wnen's Day on the theme "Nur: To Nurture An
Educat ed CGeneration"” was |aunched by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohanmad.

The mnistry, now 19 nonths since it was set up, is set to take on nore
chal l enges to fight for women's rights and to pronote a better quality of
life for wonen.

Wth this spirit, and in conjunction with this year's cel ebrations, the
m ni stry has enbarked on a snart partnership with the publishing house
Kar angkraf Group and | aunched Nur, a wonen's mmgazi ne

Wth every purchase of the magazine, 10 sen will be channelled into the
Nur - Kar angkr af fund, which will aid single nothers.

"For Nur, our target is the nodern Miuslimwoman," says Karangkr af
managi ng director H shanuddi n Yaacub. "She dresses conservatively, prides
herself on being a wife and nother, yet at the sane tine, she is
aggressively career-mnded. "

For the mnistry, Nur will not only generate revenue but will also be
anot her nmeans of reaching the nasses as it will highlight gender-rel ated
i ssues and publicise inmportant events and activities.

Nur can now be bought at a pronotional price of RML but will be sold for
RVb. 90 from next nonth.

To further aid single nothers, the mnistry has come up with a uni que
concept called the Nur Bikerz. This venture is in collaboration with The
Bi kerz, a conpany selling notorcycles.

Under this project, single nothers are encouraged to supplenent their
i ncomre by buyi ng speci al | y-equi pped nachi nes through an easy paynent
schenme. Wth these notorcycles, they will be able to start a hawker
busi ness.

They will be provided with food to sell, training on how to handle the
notorcycle as well as basic business skills.



"The main concern of single nmothers is their children,” says The Bikerz
executive chai rman Teoh Soo Cheng. "Their working hours should be flexible
to accommodate this and there is nothing nore flexible than a nobile
hawker busi ness. "

Her conpany has set up a central kitchen fromwhich food can be
collected to be sold during breakfast, |lunch and dinner. So far, over 100
singl e nmot hers have signed up for the programe.

Nur Bi kerz co-organi ser Datuk Fauzi Omar, of Platinum Publishers, says:
"In previous years, the mnistry gave noney to single nothers but this
year, Datuk Shahrizat wants themto venture into the food business to earn
i ncome and to be independent.™

Before tucking into a special |lunch sponsored by the mnistry, the
audi ence was treated to cultural shows and a perfornmance by Caneli a.

Bef ore | eaving, many of themtook the opportunity to shop at the nmany
boot hs set up outside the stadi um
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