12 AUG 2002
Ti nor - Mal aysi a
TI MOR LOROSAE REGARDS M S| A AS BEST EXAMPLE FOR | TS DEVELOPMENT

PUTRAJAYA, Aug 12 (Bernama) -- The new y-independent nation of Ti nor
Lorosae is | ooking to Malaysia to help in its socio-econoni ¢ devel opnent as
it regards the country as the best nodel for devel opnent pl anning and
resour ce managenent.

An agricultural nation with a largely rich untapped oil and gas
resources, Tinor Lorosae i s | ooking for cooperative ventures with Mal aysi a
in as many areas as possible, its visiting prime mnister, Dr Mari Bim
Anude Al katiri, said today.

Dr Mari, who arrived here yesterday at the head of a 27-nenber
hi gh-1 evel del egation including 17 busi nessnen, nmade t hese comment s duri ng
a neeting with Prime M nister Datuk Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad here.

Briefing reporters on the outcome of the neeting which lasted for nore
t han an hour, Deputy Foreign M nister Datuk Dr Leo M chael Toyad said t hat
Mal aysia was willing to assist Tinor Lorosae i n education, industria
devel opnent, agriculture, as well as joint ventures in the oil and gas
i ndustry through Petronas.

Besides this, Malaysiawas willing to trainthe police and nmlitary
forces of the newdenocratic nation which has a popul ati on of 800, 000.

In a 1999 referendum Ti nor Lorosae, then known as Ti nor Ti nor or East
Timor, voted to secede froml ndonesi a whi ch annexed it on July 16, 1976.

The United Nations Transitional Authority in East Tinor (UNTAET)
governed the territory from21999 until nati onhood was declared on May 20,
2002.

Its capital and |l argest city is Dili which has a popul ati on of 65, 000
whil e the country's econony is primarily based on fishing and farnm ng with
unenpl oynent at 70 per cent.

Its natural resources include offshore oil and gas while its exports
conpri se coffee, oil and natural gas, tinber, fishery products, spices,
coconuts and cacao while its major trading partners are Australia and
Por t ugal

Meanwhi | e, I nternational Trade and I ndustry M nister Datuk Seri Rafidah
Azi z, when net on the sidelines of the neeting, said that Mal aysi a woul d
| ook to hel ping the forner Indonesian col ony through i nvestnents in
downst ream and export-oriented sectors.

She said that Tinor Lorosae was al so seeking consultations with
Petronas for assistance in settingupinfrastructurefacilitiesto help
develop its oil and gas sector.

The del egation will neet Petronas officials |ater today.

Mal aysi a al so of fered Ti nor Lorosae whatever experience it has inthe
setting up of a governnent adm nistration, infrastructure, investnents and
i ndustry, Rafidah added
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