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Suhakam record
MALAYSI A' S HUMAN Rl GHTS RECORD I N 2001 A M XED ONE, SAYS REPORT

KUALA LUVPUR, June 17 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia' s human rights record for
2001 was a m xed one with two key areas of fundanental |iberties suffering,
says a report tabled in the Dewan Rakyat today.

Accordi ng to Human Ri ghts Comm ssion of Ml aysi a (Suhakan) Annual
Report 2001, the two areas are the right to an open and fair trial and the
right to peaceful assenbly.

In other areas of fundanmental |iberties the country was reported to
have made sone progress.

"The appoi ntment of Tan Sri Mhd Dzai ddi n Abdul |l ah as Chief Justice and
Dat uk Al num Mohd Saai d as the Attorney-General in early 2001 rai sed hopes
that the two inmportant arns of denpbcratic governance in Malaysia -- the
judicial and legal institutions -- would once again be able to enjoy public
confidence," the report says.

On the use of the Internal Security Act, which allows for detention
without trial, it says those detained in Kamunting under the | aw al nost
doubl ed from40 at the end of 2000 to 78 by the end of 2001.

"They included 21 persons who were detained for allegedly snuggling
illegal immgrants, five Reformasi activists and 13 all eged nmenbers of the
Kunpul an MIlitan Mal aysia," it says.

The report says while the governnent justifies the | SA as a preventive
detention lawto deal with threats to national security, civil society
groups see it as an oppressive | aw which can and has been abused to serve
the political interest of the governnent.

"They argue that existing |legislation such as the Penal Code and the
Police Act is sufficient to deal with threats to public order and nati onal
security,” it says.

According to the report, the situation, particularly dealing with the
| SA, is now further conplicated by the aftermath of the Sept 11 terrori st
attacks in the United States.

This is because ol d denocraci es such as the US and Britain have
resorted to preventive detention laws in their war against terrorism and
t he Mal aysi an government sees their action as further validation for the
retention of the I SA it says.

The report says Suhakam plans to hold wi de consultations this year to
exam ne the | SA and other preventive detention laws with a vieweither to
repeal or amend specific provisions to ensure that judicial and procedura
saf eguar ds are strengthened.

"As an interimneasure, it is hoped that the authorities will study
closely to ensure that any use of the ISAw Il strictly conply with its
provisions on justification of arrests, uphold constitutional requirenments
and foll ow procedure. It is also hoped that those arrested will be given
i mmedi ate access to their famlies and | awers," the report says.

On freedom of assenbly, it says Suhakamregards the bl anket ban i nposed
inJuly on political talks/rallies (ceramahs) held at open spaces as an
undue restriction on freedomof assenbly and freedom of expression.

Wil e the governnent justified the ban by stating that these politica
rallies posed a threat to national security, it says opposition parties had
countered that nothing of that sort occurred over the past years in
t housands of ceramahs hel d.

"Earlier this year, Suhakam in response to several conplaints on
restrictions on freedomof assenbly, undertook a review of all |aws that



restricted the right to peaceful assenbly and nmade reconmendati ons to

i nprove the present |laws and practices to ensure that both freedom of
assenbly and preservation of national security and public order are net,"
it says.

The report says Suhakamfeels that a relaxation on restrictions inposed
on the right to peacefully assenble would go a long way to ease public
discontent as it provided an avenue for the public to voice their concerns
and exercise their right to free speech.

"For a start Suhakam wel comes the statement by the Prine M nister
(Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad) that the governnment woul d consider the
proposal for the authorities to identify suitable public areas for peaceful
assenblies,” it says.
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