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KOTA KI NABALU, Dec 29 (Bernanma) -- Although he has been hol ding the top
post of Sabah Yang Di pertua Negeri for eight years and before that he was
Chief Mnister of the state known for its frequent political upheavals, Tun
Sakaran Dandai remains a very hunbl e person

In fact, his first words upon entering the guest roomof his private
residence in Likas here were to apol ogise for being slightly late for a
speci al intervieww th Bernama, whi ch was schedul ed to begin at 3pmon
Tuesday.

Dressed in bush-jacket and his trademark songkok, the 72-year-old
| eader, who i s highly respected by the people, frankly adnitted that it had
never crossed his mnd that he woul d one day be appoi nted t he Yang Di pertua
Negeri

Several times during the interviewlasting nore than an hour, Tun
Sakar an recal | ed how he had started his career as a cl erk under British
rule inthe District Ofice of Semporna, his birthplace in the east coast
of Sabah bordering the waters of sout hern Phili ppines.

Apart fromestablishing a nane in politics to the extent of reaching
t he pi nnacle as the Chief Mnister in 1994, Tun Sakaran i s al so known as a
Musl i m| eader wel | respected for his personal efforts to buil d nosques and
religious schools.

On the last day of 2002, he will end his tenure as the 8th Yang
Di pertua Negeri after serving for 54 years in various posts, including as a
federal mnister.

Inthe interview, he also quoted a verse fromthe Quran enjoini ng
Muslinms to work, love their work and duty, to be sincere, honest and
patient because good practices woul d be rewarded.

"I think my success in reaching the top is (because of) ny unrel enting
effort in finding ways to hel p the people," he said.

He al so expressed his high regard for Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad for his success in stabilising the political situationin
Sabah, which allows this state to enjoy progress |ike other states.

Tun Sakaran al so touched on an i nportant event in the history of Sabah
politics, the noves to formUmo which came to fruition in 1991, which |l ed
to the dissolution of Usno, the party formed to struggle for Sabah's
i ndependence t hrough the federati on of Malaysia in 1963.

Fol |l owi ng are excerpts of the interview

Question: You have gone t hrough vari ous experiences as an ordinary
citizen and then becane a political | eader before bei ng appoi nted the Yang
Di pertua Negeri. Coul d you enlighten us on your duties as Yang Di pertua
Negeri ?

Sakaran: Qur experiences are sonetines too |l ong a journey. But al
t hese are the bl essings of God, never in ny dreans did | harbour hopes of
bei ng appoi nted the Yang Di pertua Negeri

This struggle is a very long one with twists and turns. | could
di scharge this duty because of the trust given ny by Dr Mahat hir. Thanks to
hi s confidence in appointing ne as a federal mnister, then Chief Mnister
and Yang Dipertua Negeri. | have | earned al ong the way, fromthe bottomas
clerk, "ketua anak negeri", district chief and then joined the struggle for
i ndependence.



Previ ously there were not many hi ghly educat ed peopl e. But because of

the efforts of our teachers, parents and religious | eaders, | nmanaged to
learn alot fromthemon matters concerning religion, |aw, adninistration
and society. Life was tough then...| also knewhowto fish, do farnmng with
friends. | was poor, every day nmy parents had to work hard. | enrolled for

ni ght school, after that we al so carried out cultivation.

It is this upbringing which has given nme the discipline to face the
tasks, including that associated with this post. Fromthe determinationto
wor k under British colonial rule, I gained exposure and |l earned a | ot.
Unconpl eted work at the office was taken hone, just to make sure that work
was i npl enent ed.

| was one of the chiefs fromSenporna called to di scuss the fight for
i ndependence, formation of Mal aysia, and this experience canme i n handy when
I was appointed to various posts. | do not have exceptional capabilities.
It isonly that | work hard and is commtted in carrying out the duties
entrusted to ne.

| know that the duties of Yang Di pertua Negeri differ fromthose of a
clerk, officer and Chief Mnister.

At the Istana there are officers to help out in the work. Wirk at the
Istana is the peak of state administration; when there is a policy that
needs consent, the Yang Di pertua Negeri will performthe duty as required.

The duty al so enconpasses the appoi ntment of the Cabinet, Chief
M ni ster, appoi ntrent of religious bodies. | amalsorequiredto attend the
Conference of Rulers' neeting every three nonths. Gt her events never cease.
| am al ways busy.

Question: What is it that you hold dearly to all these years?

Sakaran: First of all, it is the blessings of God and preparation to
face what ever tasks based on know edge, religion, and a positive feelingto
approach anything with patience, also to always foll ow current
devel opnents. But the inportant thing is to be guided by the Quran which
enjoins us to work, | ove our work and duty, to be sincere, honest, patient.
Good practices will be rewarded. This inspires us to al ways do good.

I think my success in reaching the top is through unrelenting effort in
finding ways to hel p the peopl e.

Question: You have seen how the state government has changed hands in
Sabah fromthe time of Usno, then Berjaya, Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS) and
Bari san Nasional (BN). In your view, is the political situation in Sabah
stabl e now?

Sakaran: As we can see, maybe during the period just after i ndependence
we were uni ted under the Alliance governnent but we were finally split,
leading to the birth of Berjaya, PBS. Al these parties have been tested by
t he peopl e and our | eaders. And Sabah was caught in disunity and this was
detrimental to the peopl e because it was difficult to bring devel opnent.

But we are thankful to Dr Mahathir for his views and for bringing Umo to
Sabah. Dr Mahathir wants the peopl e of Sabah to be united and be devel oped
so that they coul d enjoy devel opment |ike that in other states.

So, efforts to formUmo were continued. They finally cane to fruition.

| did not expect to be given the responsibility to | ead Umo i n Sabah.
| have been |l oyal to the | eaders fromthe start. I n the beginning, Sabah
Umo was | ed by (the I ate) Tun Miust apha and Tun CGhafar Baba and t hen |
becane the |iaison chairman. The work was not easy, the situation was not
easy then because we were in the opposition in Sabah.

Thank God, with the support of federal |eaders, we nanaged to be united
and | eaders of Usno, Berjaya and PBS were willing to enter Umo.



Then during the 1994 el ection canpai gn, Dr Mahat hir made a pl edge to
devel op Sabah and | al so voi ced the people's aspiration for devel opnent to
be brought to the state i f Umo and BN were supported. But that was not
easy, plenty of work had to be done day and ni ght, non-stop. Even this
house became a headquarters. Qur | eaders were gathered here. | amthankfu
for getting help fromny famly. My wife hel ped to prepare food and dri nks.

We subscribe to the principle of hard work, we plan the future of our
race; there nust be a feeling of |ove for our country, race, religion and
this is what | have been hol ding dearly to

Fromny days in Senporna until now, | have been used to mixing with the
various races, hel ping each other and show ng nutual respect.

Question: Are you satisfied with the progress of Sabah?

Sakaran: We are grateful to God. This is our promse to the people to
bring devel opment to themunder t he new Sabah concept. The devel opnment in
these nine years, if conpared to before, is very different in terns of
education, school s, col |l eges, universities. Sois devel opnent inthe health
aspects in various places. Roads, basic anmenities and busi ness
opportunities have al so i mproved.

The government has spent so nuch to provide the facilities, but it is
really up to the people to nake efforts, to take the initiative.

There are many school s but their achi evenents differ. The gover nnent
has provided all this and it depends on the participation of parents and
the spirit of teachers

Busi ness opportunities should be siezed. There are many Bum putera
contractors who have succeeded, and we hope they will continue to progress.
I will be satisfied if there is success. The governnent has made big
all ocations but if the people just take it easy, surely there will be no
results fromthese efforts.

Sone are devel oped but sone are still backward, |acki ng understanding
of the spirit to devel op. So, | hope the governnent will have nore officers
to gui de our people in business, especially in the rural areas. Hopefully,
wi t h supervision, whatever is planned will continue to bring success. Those
who are still behind should be given gui dance.

Question: Now, let's retrace the events of 1994. At that tine, you had
hel d the post of Chief Mnister for just eight nonths before being
appoi nted the Yang Di pertua Negeri. Did you feel then that the appoi nt ment
had come abruptly?

Sakaran: The fact is that | accept whatever views and advi ce of fered by
the | eadership. This has been ny principle fromthe outset, confident about
and |l oyal to the | eadership

O course, | amgrateful for being appointed to this post because goi ng
by ny ability and age, the nore chall engi ng work of bringing devel opnent to
the peopl e shoul d be handed over to the second echel on peopl e who are
r eady.

Question: | would like to ask your phil osophy on what we call "power".
You once hel d the npbst powerful post in Sabah, the Chief Mnister's post.
Is there any truth to the perception of certain people that if one has too
much power, the power is easily abused?

Sakaran: Such situations have happened many tines and have not
happened. Fromtine to tinme, whoever the Chief Mnister is, there will be
occasi ons when there are too many pl ans, requests and applicati ons,
especially in an era when there are nany parties. So all these applications



prompt us to find ways to fulfil their requests. W derive our power from
their support. So, to repay their deeds, we try to find ways to hel p them
and this is al so the advice of Dr Mahathir, that when hol di ng the reins of
adm ni stration do the best you can to fulfil what you have pl edged.

Fromtime to tine, this situati on changes; the change to the system of
rotating the Chief Mnister's post, two years for each Chief Mnister. Two
years he may just have been able to plan and then he has to be repl aced.

Question: What is your personal viewon the rotation of the Chief
Mnister's post? Is it beneficial interns of political admnistration or
ot herw se?

Sakaran: | think both. There is political stability, there is fairness
for every race, so every race feels it has been given a chance, not
mar gi nal i sed. No victim sation and the Chief M nister hel ps his own peopl e
and al so others. Maybe it is because of this rotation systemthat unity has
strengt hened, politicking has been reduced. All | eaders can focus their
energy and resources to bring unity for the people.

Question: |In your opinion, what are Dr Mahathir's special contributions
to Sabah and its people?

Sakaran: | think Dr Mahathir is a | eader that God has given to our
country. W can see that Dr Mahathir is a visionary | eader. | n Sabah, for
exanpl e, we knowthat is not easy to unite the people if you cannot see far
ahead. For exanple, the Chief Mnister's post is a nbve with a long-term
view. According to the constitution, the party with the biggest wi n should
take the Chief Mnister's post. But this had been tried before. The Chi ef
M ni ster then devel oped his area only, and this caused sone places i n Sabah
to be left behind.

Dr Mahat hir saw and knew all about these and that's why he is a | eader
with vision, for coming up with the systemof rotation for the Chief
M ni ster's post.

Question: What is your advice to the younger generation which did not
have t he opportunity to experience the hard times of the colonial era and
t he struggl e for i ndependence because t hey were born after i ndependence?

Sakaran: W shoul d be thankful to God. Wen we were under British
colonial rule, there were only a few people wi th high qualifications and
some were illiterate. This is inportant to our race. The difference is that
we wer e col oni sed for 100 years and Sabah has been i ndependent for only 39
years but we devel op education for the younger generati on because they are
our future |l eaders. Big allocations are given for education in the hope
that they can intensify the devel opnment of our country and strengthen
unity.

It is our hope that the allocation for education would be put to good
use. W were i mpoveri shed whil e under colonial rule. | was al so poor and
had to go to a school with thatched roof, barefooted and with only a pair
of clothing per year. Now, we can choose the school we want to send our
children to. Sonme are sent overseas.

Previ ously, we had to sweep and cl ean up the school prenises, do sone
farm ng and exerci se before entering cl ass.

There were not many j ob opportunities under colonial rule. In 1948 in
ny class only four people got jobs. Nowadays there are many job
opportunities, so the younger generation has to be grateful for this. The
hard and bitter struggle for i ndependence was not felt by the younger
generation. W hope they will nake the best use of the opportunities in



order to be useful citizens to the country.
Question: What are your feelings as you are about to retire?

Sakaran: | amgrateful to God and | would like to express ny deepest
appreciation to Dr Mahathir, all other | eaders in the country and the
peopl e for their support for and confidence in nme. In nmy capacity as Yang
Di pertua Negeri, | have nanaged to join other | eaders to bring unity, and
al t hough ny contributions may be snmall, | have neverthel ess contributed to
the state's devel opnment, including buil di ng nosques and sur au.

My appreciation al so goes to the governnent for hel ping to maintain
security...we can see that previously the East Coast was prone to robbery
and piracy. | amthankful to the federal governnent for show ng concern on
security in Sabah, and the police, mlitary and facilities are all adequate
for us to enjoy peace.

Fi shermen no | onger live in fear of pirates. The entry of inmmgrants
has al so been checked. The peace in Sabah is an attraction to i nvestors and
tourists because they are confortable with our security situation
prosperity, culture of nutual respect, unity and tol erance.

Questions: What are your plans after this?

Sakaran: All experiences can be used, the years left will be used to do
religious deeds, |ike helpinginreligious devel opnent programes and
ensuring that the younger set could inprove their achi evenents.

I would also joinnmy friends in welfare work and al ways pray for the
continued wel | -being of Umo and BN | eaders and t he peace, unity and
prosperity of the country.

| hope parents, teachers and | eaders woul d continue their role to help
i mprove the wel | -being and status of the race.

- - BERNAMA
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