11 MAR 2002
Koh - TIGeR
TWO MNCs TO PROMOTE COMMUNI CATI ONS LI NK- UP

PENANG, March 11 (Bernama) -- Two Penang-based | ocal | y-i ncor porated
nmul ti-national conpanies (M\NCs) and several of their supply conpanies wll
cooperate with three government agencies to forma nore effective network
of communi cations systens.

syari kat multi nasional di negeri ini dan beberapa buah syari kat
penbekal nya akan bekerj asama dengan ti ga agensi ker aj aan unt uk mewuj udkan
rangkai an si st em per hubungan yang | ebi h berkesan.

Penang chief mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon today said the three
gover nment agenci es are the Mal aysi an Royal Custons Departnent, and t he
seaport and airport authorities.

tiga agensi itu ialah Jabatan KastamDiraja Mal aysi a, pi hak berkuasa
pel abuhan dan | apangan t er bang.

However, Koh refrained fromto name the private-sector conpanies
i nvol ved i n the arrangenent, on the grounds that rel evant details woul d be
announced | ater.

Bagai manapun, beliau enggan nenamakan syari kat yang telah dipilih dan
ber kat a, pengumuman nengenai nya akan di buat kel ak.

Accordi ng to Koh, the communi cati ons network was i mportant to ensure
that the country's el ectronic sector coul d conpet e and expand progressively
t hrough t he use of information and conmuni cations technol ogy (ICT).

Speaking to reporters foll owi ng the hol di ng of a second neeting of the
Technol ogy, I ndustry & Governnent for e-Revolution (TlIGeR) steering
committee here, Koh said the participating entities would work out a system
and expand their customer base when their efforts succeed.

Koh said that TIGeRwas an initiative of the National Information and
Conmuni cati ons Technol ogy (NI CT) council tofacilitate comrunications,
interaction and trade in the free narket of the world.

He added that the TIGeR iniciative, which received the approval of the
Prime Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad in July 2001, was expect ed
to achieve its objective through the use of ICT with the successful
application of locally-produced technology in the interest of national
devel opnent .

"The electric and el ectronics sector in Mal aysia faces strong
conmpetition fromthose of China, Taiwan and ot her such countries: for this
reason, we nmust do our best to enable the sector to conpete effectively
whil e giving the small and nmedi umscal e i ndustries in the sector to play
their part in supplying to the world nmarket," Koh sai d.

At the congress, M M3XS Smart Conputing Sdn Bhd handed over six
conmputers to representatives of the Balik Pulau and Bagan Aj am di vi si ons of
the Know edge Community (K- Community) project.

According to Koh, the project was ai med at i ntroduci ng and popul ari si ng
the use of ICT to the public in order to reduce the digital gap and rai se
the productivity of the people.

The project woul d be extended to other areas in due course. -- BERNAMA
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