13 AUG 2002
MCA- UTAR
UTAR TO TAKE IN MORE MULTI - RACI AL STUDENTS NEXT YEAR

KUALA LUWMPUR, Aug 13 (Bernama) -- The new y | aunched Universiti Tunku
Abdul Rahman (UTAR), owned by the MCA, will take in nore nulti-racial
students next year, said MCA President Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik.

Dr Ling, who is also UTAR Steering Conmittee chairman, said the
uni versity woul d adopt a nulti-racial environment in the canmpus and woul d
wor k hard towards achieving this target in their next intake.

"We are working towards this next year with the hel p of school
counsellors in the secondary schools,” he told reporters after the
| aunchi ng cerenony for UTAR by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmad at Dewan Ut anm, Tunku Abdul Rahman Col | ege here today.

He said through t he school counsellors, they woul d be able to i ncrease
nor e awar eness anong secondary school students about UTAR and t he cour ses
of fered by the university to the nulti-racial students throughout the
country.

"As such, not only Chinese students woul d apply, but Ml ay, Indian,
Kadazan, and | ban students, all could al so apply," he said.

Dr Ling said for the first intake, UTAR had taken nore Chi nese students
conpared to other races due to the | ack of information about UTAR as nost
of themwere not aware of the existence of UTAR

"W have rectified the problemand we are going to talk to the school
counsel l ors so that they (counsellors) can give advice and all races can
apply," said Dr Ling.

He al so said other nmeasures taken to attract nore students from ot her
races i ncl uded keeping the fee as | ow as possi ble to enabl e the students to
continue their tertiary education at UTAR

Asked i f UTAR woul d adopt racial quota on the intake of students, Dr
Ling said this was unlikely because such a quota systemwould only linit
the intake.

On the use of English in teaching Mathematics and Sci ence at Chi nese
Nati onal Type School s, he said this was bei ng di scussed anong Bari san
Nasi onal (BN) conponent parti es.

Asked when t he BN conponent parties representing the Chi nese community
woul d neet to resolve the issue, De Ling said: "Once all of us have
sufficient ground work, we are very sure what we want to do, we would sit
down and refined the ideas".

Asked i f the neeting would be held before the end of this nonth, Dr
Ling said "I don't want to set a limt".

The Chi nese based BN conponents are MCA, CGerakan, Sarawak United Peopl e
Party (SUPP), Sabah Progresive Party (SAPP) and Li beral Denocratic Party
(LDP).
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