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US | MPRESSED W TH MALAYSI A' S RESOLVE TO FI GHT TERRORI SM

By: Sal ny Hashim

WASHI NGTON, May 3 (Bernama) -- The Bush admi ni stration seens inpressed
with Malaysia's resolve to fight terrorism

United States Defence Secretary Donald Runsfeld, after a private
meeting with his Mal aysi an counterpart, Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, said at
t he Pentagon Thursday: "It is inpressive...the extent to which Malaysiais
a cooperating partner in the gl obal war on terrorism"”

Naji b, at the news conference, responded: "Qur mlilary ties are at an
all-time high today," and that Ml aysi a was happy to cooperate with the US
and other allies on the war on terror.

Privately, Rumsfeld told Najib that the governnent of Muslimcountries
shoul d be allowed to initiate their own approach in fighting terrori smand
m | itancy because only they understood the political, econom ¢ and
religious problens of their own countries.

Mal aysi a has been aggressive in containing extremsmin the country and
has arrested 62 mlitants, with "nore currently hunted down," Najib said.

The two, who nmet for the first time, quickly built a rapport after a
40-m nut e cl osed-door neeting. Najib invited Runsfeld to Mal aysia and t he
latter accepted his invitation. Runsfeld said he planned to visit Ml aysia
"later this year."

Naji b was recei ved by Runsfel d on arrival where they wal ked t hrough an
"honour cordon" of 19 nen.

Najib, who is here for a four-day visit, is acconpani ed by Arned Forces
Chi ef of Staff Lt Jen Dat uk Mohaned SharomNordi n, Director CGeneral of the
Def ence I ntelligence of Mal aysia Maj Jen Dat uk Wan Abu Bakar Omar and
Deputy Secretary-General of the Defence Mnistry Siti Azi zah Abod.

The minister later told the Mal aysian nmedia that he had an excel | ent
meeting with Secretary Runsfel d. "He's taken note of the special nmeasures
we' ve taken agai nst terrorismas well as the cooperati on we' ve ext ended
regionally and gl obally. He believes that we're on top of the situation.”

Najib, in his 45-m nute neeting with National Security Advisor Dr
Condol eeza Ri ce, al so discussed terrorism the West Asian crisis and the
upcom ng visit of Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad to t he Wite House.

The prine nminister will make his first official visit to Washi ngton
from May 13-15 since President George W Bush cane to power in January | ast
year. The two net in the Apec | eader's sunmit i n Shanghai | ast Novenber.

"Ricereaffirmed that the adnministrationis |looking forward to the PMs
visit and forging a nuch deeper and warner political ties."

Najib said that Rice noted the prine mnister's speech at the
Organi sation of |slanic Conference neeting in Kuala Lunpur and his
definition of terrorismwhich "was well-received here."

He said that Rice regarded Malaysia as a "friend in the war on
terrorism especially the prime mnister'srole."

Naji b al so took the opportunity to neet US Congressnen on Capitol Hill
Wednesday and Thursday, includi ng Senator John McCai n, Senator Chuck Hagel
inthe Senate Forei gn Rel ati ons Cormittee; Rep Saxby Chanliss, Chairnman of
t he House Subcommi ttee on Terroi smand Honel and Security; and Senator Carl
Levin, Chairman of the Arned Services Comittee.

"We're building our relationship with Capitol H Il and explaining the
situation in Mal aysia," said Najib, who described the reception onthe Hill
as "supportive and a | ot nore positive towards Ml aysi a. "
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