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UWNO NEEDS TO WORK HARD TO EXPLAI N | TS STRUGGLES FOR | SLAM

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 14 (Bernama) -- Umo needs to work hard to correct
the Mal ay perception of Islamas many aspects of the religion have been
devi ated by the opposition who are nore keen to exploit it for political
gai n.

Rel i gi ous Advisor to the Prime Mnister, Tan Sri Dr Abdul Ham d O hman
sai d these groups used nosques and suraus as a place to convey their
interpretations on Islamin a narrow and confusi ng perspecti ve.

He said Umo nmenbers nust intensify their dakwah activities to explain
tothe public that the party's struggles were inline with the requirenents
of Isl amwhi ch denanded t hat every national | eader nmust possess the two
main el enents nanely to preserve religion and politics so that the people
could lead a proper life.

"These two aspects are in accordance with the teachings of the
Al - Quran. But PAS chooses to cover up these aspects so that they are not
appreciated as a requirenent in Islam" he said at a nedia conference after
chairing the Informal Discussion On |slamat the PWC, here today.

The di scussion, organi sed by Umo, was attended by about 20
intellectuals, ulamas and | eaders of |slam ¢ organi sati ons fromabroad who
participated in the "Mihat hir D al ogue On Advancenent of the Unah". They
wer e expected to hold a dial ogue with Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad at Cyberjaya, tonight.

Dr Abdul Hanmid said these intellectuals had been briefed on the
situation of the unmah in Mal aysi a so that their conclusion at the end of
t he di scussi on woul d be used as a guide for Umo to unite the Muslins in
the country.

He said several participants had concluded that the opposition
domi nati on of nobsques and suraus were al so occurring in nost Muslim
countri es.

"We are al so adopting the 'take for granted' attitude here to the
extent that we findit's difficult for us to enter these places lately to
explain the Umo struggles for Islam"” he said.

He said if Umo nenbers coul d explain these struggles to the people so
that they woul d understand, then it would give the party political credit.
Meanwhi | e, Dr Fouad Al aoui, Secretary-General of the French Islamc
Organi sation Union, said during the session that unity anong Muslins could

only be nurtured if they coul d understand the teachi ngs of Islam

"To understand Islamis to know, to | ove and to serve. One cannot stand
wi t hout anot her. You cannot serve Islamif you didn't know Islamor didn't
love it, or you just cannot |love Islamif you didn't know anyt hi ng about
it," he said.

Dr Yahi ya Khairy Abdul Rahman, fromthe Islam ¢ Council of Southern
California, said during the session that Muslimleaders nust be close to
soci ety and know t he peopl e' s needs.

He al so suggest ed Ml aysi a shoul d send nore students abroad to Islamc
Uni versities throughout the world and, upon their return, engage themto
work at the grassroots level to be part of the community.
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