03 JuUL 2002
Mahat hi r - Post s
PM ANNOUNCED QUI T DECI SI ON OPENLY TO AVA D CARRY- ON CALLS

KUALA LUWMPUR, July 3 (Bernama) -- The Prinme Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, sai d today t hat he openly announced his decisionto quit
to avoi d people urging himto carry on |l eading the country and the party.

He said the | eaders to whomhe confi ded about his decision to step down
urged himto continue hol ding the posts.

"I have spoken to several |eaders and ny friends about ny wish to step
down. ...l spoke to Khalil (Information M nister Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob) and
Pak Lah (Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi ) but all
those | net asked me to carry on until the end of ny life."

"I feel that if | had not openly declared ny intention, probably these
calls for me to carry on, | cannot shake off, and so | decided to nake the
statement at the end of the Umo General Assenbly," he told a nedia
conference at the air force base in Subang on his return froma vacation in
Eur ope.

Dr Mahathir said in fact he was unabl e to conpl ete anot her portion of
hi s announcenent as the del egat es and | eaders shocked by hi s announcenent
surged around himand urged himto retract it.

Dr Mahathir also said that in his announcenent to step down he wanted
totell the del egates of his wish to give up all posts in Umo and the
Bari san Nasi onal but to remain as the MP for Kubang Pasu.

He wanted to step down as Prinme Mnister, Finance M nister and fromall
ot her posts in the government and the party.

"But | have to continue working in Umo to strengthen the party. That
is the statement | wanted to make but | could not do it," he said.

I n the announcenent al so Dr Mahathir said he wanted to name Abdul | ah as
his successor inline with the Umo tradition that the deputy assune the
post of president and as head of the majority party in Parlianment al so the
post of Prime Mnister.

Asked why he wanted to step down as his | eadership was still needed, Dr
Mahat hir said he had served as Prine Mnister for 21 years -- a |long period
for a Prime Mnister.

He wanted to step down in 1998 but postponed it in view of the
situation then and al so because of the economni c sl owdown.

"I tried my level best to rehabilitate the party and | feel that the
party has been rehabilitated and support for the party is strong once nore
and so | amnot running away frommny responsibilities."

"I'f I had gone too early when the party was weak and faci ng problens in
1999, it will appear that I was running away frommy responsibilities and
so | waited for sone tine."

"Hence it is nmy hope that | will be able to make a snooth
exit...leaving no probl ens behind and | wi sh to give an assurance that |
will cooperate with the party," he said.

Dr Mahathir said initially he aspired to be Prime Mniter at the nost
six or seven years |like his i medi ate predecessor Tun Hussei n Onn.

"But because of the big support and nuch work that had to be done, |
carried on. However one day | have to step down and the people |I believe
understand and | amthankful that the people did not resort to somnething
bad as | amoverwhel ned by their support,."

On the possibility of himcontesting in the next general election, Dr
Mahat hir said, "that we will think about when the tine comes."

When asked whet her he woul d | eave the political stage all together upon



his retirement next year or he woul d assune a post |ike Singapore's Seni or
M ni ster, Lee Kuan Yew, he said, " | have already made it very clear that
when | | eave, | |eave conmpletely.”

"I"mnot hoping to hold any position either in the party or in the
government but it is ny duty to support the party, to support the
government, whatever | may thi nk about the policies of the government that
isirrelevant," he said.

Asked why di d he broke down when he announced his decision to quit, Dr
Mahat hir said, "Parting is always a sad thing."

"Havi ng been with the party for 21 years as Prine Mnister and party
Presi dent and havi ng been associ ated al nost three quarters of ny lifetine
with the party, of course | felt rather sad that |I have to make this
deci sion."

"Also it is because | amold so people get alittle bit enotional,”
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