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US- UK stand a threat to world peace

Zainul Arifin

THE United States' and Britain's dismssal of international opinion in
their determnation to attack Irag nay set a bad precedent in

i nternational relations, possibly threatening world peace.

O her countries could then decide to follow the allies' exanple and
launch mlitary actions agai nst others for whatever reason, said Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad.

"Many countries are going to nmake pre-enptive strikes against their
nei ghbours, and that will cause a lot of instability in the whole world.
The concept of pre-enptive strikes is sonething that has to be debated
internationally before anyone takes it up,"” he said at the end of the
Fourt h Asi a- Europe Meeting here.

Both the United States and Britain are now wagi ng a public relations
canpai gn to garner support for their plans to invade Iraq and force a
change in governmnent.

Both countries are preparing their forces for the mlitary canpaign over
al l egations that Baghdad was manufacturi ng weapons of mass destruction and
sponsoring international terrorism

The United States, through the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation
(Nato), had also called for the setting up of a rapid action force for
pre-enptive strikes against terrorists or states sponsoring terrorists.

"I certainly do not like the idea of pre-enptive strikes to prevent
possi bl e acts of terror because if there is going to be a pre-enptive
strike, who is going to nake the decision?"

Dr Mahathir, who attended Asem 4 with 21 ot her Asian and European
| eaders, said both the United States and Britain nmust listen to the rest
of the world before enbarking on the potentially disastrous action

"If the rest of the world cannot agree, there nust be a reason for it.
They don't di sagree because they want to be difficult. Let us act
multilaterally.”

If both countries have proof of Iraq dabbling with weapons of mass
destruction or terrorism then they should be verified.

For exanple, on the weapons of mass destruction, let the United Nations
i nspectors do their jobs, he said.

"We will support mlitary action if it can be proven without any
reasonabl e doubt that (the lraqgis) are manufacturing weapons of mass
destruction.”

Dr Mahathir also regretted the hypocritical stance of sonme countries in
their condemmation of Iraq for not obeying United Nations Security Counci
resol utions.

The decision to take mlitary action against Iraq largely stens from an
al | eged breach of a Security Council resolution 12 years ago agai nst the
manuf act ure of weapons of nmass destruction

Yet, the United States and Britain continued to | ook the other way on
I srael, despite it not conplying with some 30 United Nations resol utions,
i ncluding withdrawal from occupied territories in Palestine.

"Peopl e say one thing when it suits them and sonething el se when it
doesn't suit them.. that is part of the international relations that you
find today.

"You don't have to be very correct. You can be a little bit
hypocritical ."

On the 12-year-old economic sanctions against Iraq, Dr Mahathir said it



was unfair to the Iraqi people. If the target was the Governnent, then the
peopl e shoul d not be the ones suffering.

"It hurts the people, poor people, pregnant nothers, old people,
children ... why should we punish these people who are not responsible at
all for the Government they have?

"It is not a denocratic country. They did not choose the Governnent and
(the sanctions) are punishing them because they have a bad Governnent, or
at least in your viewit is bad. If you have to act, act against the
peopl e responsi ble."

On the fate of Yasser Arafat, currently under siege by Israeli forces in
Ramal | ah, Dr Mahat hir hoped not hi ng woul d happen to the Pal estinian | eader
that coul d anger the global Mislim conmmunity.

"My worry is that if anything happens to Arafat, he would becone a
martyr ... a syahid.

"If that happens it would cause a great deal of anger anong the Mislim
communi ty throughout the world, not just Pal estinians, and then there wll
probably be nore recruits for terrorist activities."

Dr Mahathir said the world had to Iive with Arafat being the current
| eader of the Palestinians and there should be no attenpt to replace or
underm ne him

"I'f you replace himw th sonmeone who complies with the w shes of
(Israeli Prinme Mnister Ariel) Sharon, he will be rejected or even
assassi nat ed.

"Cbviously (Arafat) is not able to conpletely control the acts by
certain groups, but neither will anybody else. If you underm ne his
credibility, his effectiveness will also be underm ned.

"This is what they are doing, and this is not helping to solve the
Pal estinian situation."
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