16 MAR 2002
Mahat hi r - Sukhoi
MALAYSI A MAY BUY SUKHO S-30, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

By: Ahmad Zuki man Zain

MOSCOW March 16 (Bernama) - Having seen the performance of the Sukhoi
SU- 30, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad sai d Mal aysi a woul d consi der
acquiring the Russian-built multi-functional jet fighter.

The Prinme M nister, who wi tnessed a denonstration of the aircraft's
manoeuvrability yesterday said it was "very i npressive".

"I admt that the performance was very inpressive and certainly we
woul d consi der acquiring this version of the Sukhoi when we di scuss the
alternatives that are available for us," he told a press conference here
before | eaving for Stuttgart, Gernmany after a three-day official visit.

"If we decide to purchase the Sukhoi, we woul d expect sone of fset
progranmme i ncluding participationinthe testing if possible and puttingin
Mal aysi an nodi fications,"” he said.

Mal aysi a woul d al so be interested to participate in the assenbly of
aircraft, he said.

The possibility of Malaysia acquiring some military aircraft from
Russi a was anpong the topics raised in his tal ks with Russi an Presi dent
Viadimr Putin at the Krenmin on Wdnesday.

Meanwhi | e, Defence M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said the
government woul d assess the capabilities of the SU-30 in terms of its
techni cal aspects and comerci al val ue before naki ng a deci si on.

"We had sent an eval uation teamto conduct tests on the aircraft in
Russia | ast nmonth and they have prepared a report to the Mnistry of
Def ence, " he tol d Mal aysi an journalists coveringthe Prine Mnister's
visit.

Besi des the SU-30 aircraft, the government had al so recei ved offers
fromthe United States to buy the Super Hornet aircraft, he said.

The def ence cooperati on between Ml aysi a and Russi a i n upgradi ng
weaponry for the Mal aysi an Armed Forces began in 1994 with the purchase of
18 M &9 aircraft.

Naj i b said the governnent had decided to buy the Igla type
shoul der-fired anti-aircraft mssiles.

The purchase contract worth about US$50 nmillion (RML90 million) was
expected to be signed soon, he said.

Negoti ati ons were al so on-going for the purchase of 10 units of M-17
utility helicopters fromRussia for the needs of the Arnmy Air Corps.

The helicopters which were expected to be acquired soon woul d term nate
the role of the Nuri helicopters which were presently in use, he said.

"We have to upgrade the capability of the Ml aysi an Arnmed Forces from
time to time so that we do not |ag behind in terns of equiprment," he said.
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