11 MAY 2002
Mahat hi r- Engl i sh
UMNO PROPCSES " CONTEMPORARY ENGLI SH LI TERATURE" FOR STUDENTS

KUALA LUVMPUR, May 10 (Bernama) -- The Umo Suprene Council (M) today
proposed that Contenporary English Literature be i ntroduced to enhance the
comrand of English among Buni putera students and Mal aysi ans i n general .

It had al so been proposed that Sci ence and Mat hemati cs subj ects be
taught in the English Language fromprimary school |evel, Prinme M nister
and Umo President Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said.

"Fol | owi ng t he proposal, the governnment will introduce the | earning of
Engl i sh seriously using a new approach in a situati on where we do not have
many teachers," he told reporters after chairing the MI neeting at the Umo
Headquarters at the Putra World Trade Centre (PWC) here.

He said the Umo Suprenme Council felt that the reintroduction of
Engl i sh-nedi umschool s to i nprove the conmand of English was not necessary
as it was not inline with "our national education policy."

Dr Mahathir said effective teaching of English as well as the teaching
of Mat hemati cs and Sci ence subjects in English woul d enabl e students to
have a better command of the | anguage.

The Prime M nister said the teaching of Science and Mat hemati cs
subj ects in the English Language woul d be i ntroduced as soon as possi bl e.

Dr Mahat hir said Umo realised that mastering the English Language by
Bumi puteras in particul ar and Mal aysi ans i n general was very inportant in
acqui ring know edge.

He said Mal aysi ans nust have a good and strong base in English so that
t hey coul d speak and wite well.

"At present we are facing problens..... we need to negotiate with other
countries about trade....comuand of English is very inmportant in
international relations and at ti mes we have to use the English Language in
agreenent texts."

"I f we do not understand English we will be trapped by the agreenent
and this will be aloss to us,” Dr Mahathir said.

The Prine M nister said even though Mal aysi a wi shed to use Bahasa
Mel ayu as the text in agreements but other countries did not agree to it
for ininternational agreenents, ususally the English Language was used.

Conmand of the English Language was not linmited to comunicating but
al so devel opi ng a deep under st andi ng of the | anguage and being able to
debat e over choice of certain ternms, he said.

Asked to clarify the MI"s stance inrejecting calls to reintroduce
Engl i sh medi umschool s, with Dr Mahat hir hi nsel f havi ng asked t he response
fromthe public on the matter, the Umo president said: "If the whole
country wants it (English nediumschools), Umo whichis a party that is
fighting for the public has to foll ow. However this is our (M)
stand....our view"

"But if people want to oppos them they still can. Not everyone
supports Umo," he said.
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