27 JUN 2002
Must apa- Mahat hi r
UWMNO PROM SES TO DELI VER KELANTAN AS A "SPECI AL G FT* TODR M - MJSTAPA

KOTA BAHARU, June 27 (Bernama) -- Kelantan Umo today prom sed to west
the state fromPas in the com ng general election as a "special gift" to
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad who had agreed to hel mt he gover nment and
Umo until October next year.

State Umo |iai son chi ef Datuk Mistapa Mohaned said the prom se was
al so a mark of gratitude to Dr Mahathir to nane Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahrad
Badawi as his chosen successor.

"We' || give our full conmtnent to express our thanks and gratitude to
Dr Mahat hir by cl osi ng ranks and worki ng hard to west Kel antan fromPas.

"We think this will be a special gift to our |eader," said Miustafa, who
i s al so National Econom c Action Council (NEAC) Executive Director.

Thi s prom se was anpbng several resol utions contained in the notion
supporting Dr Mahat hir and Abdul | ah passed unani nously in a speci al neeting
of the State Umo |iaison conmittee, Umo Youth, Wanita and Puteri here.

Mist apa sai d Kel ant an Umo unani nously agreed with Dr Mahathir's
sel ection of Abdul | ah as Unmo president and Prinme M nister after Cctober
next year.

"We thank Dr Mahathir for agreeing to the appeals of the Umo General
Assenbl y and suprene council nmenbers to continue | eadi ng us," he said.

Whi | e respecting Dr Mahathir's decision, Mistapa sai d Kel antan Umo was
grateful that Dr Mahathir had placed the interests of the country and Umo
over that of his and his fanmly.

He said the notion woul d be handed to Dr Mahat hir and Abdul | ah soon.

To fulfil the prom se of delivering Kel antan, Mistapa said the State
Umo was charting strategies to strengthen the | eadershi p and garner nore
support fromthe people.

"We must have the confidence we can defeat Pas. We have resolved to
work as a teamto give a strong fight to Pas,"” he said.

Asked on Kel antan Umo preparations to hel p Kedah Umo in the Anak
Bukit state and Pendang parlianmentary by-el ections, Mistapa said the State
Umo had given its commitnent to work hard to assi st Kedah Umo to wrest
the two seats from Pas.

"This is an inportant test to a stronger Umo now. The by-el ections are
a crucial battle ground for Umo," he said.

Must apa sai d he woul d | eave for Kedah tonorrowto di scuss preparations
for the by-elections.

The by-el ections will be held soon followi ng the death of Pas president
Dat uk Fadzi | Noor on Sunday. He was Anak Bukit state assenbl yman and Menber
of Parlianment for Pendang. He was al so parlianentary opposition | eader.

Must apa al so sai d Kel antan Umo and St ate BN Conventi ons woul d be hel d
soon to draw up wor kabl e strategies for the general el ection.
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