30/ 11/ 2002
Umo recomrends sack for duo

Saj ahan Waheed; Firdaus Abdul |l ah

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - The Ummo suprene council has recomended the

expul sion of the two MCA Penang backbenchers who abstained fromvoting on
a notion tabled by the Qpposition in the State Assenbly |ast week to

post pone the construction of the RML.02 billion Penang Quter R ng Road.

Party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad said the decision on the
future of the duo, however, would be nade by the Barisan Nasional suprene
counci| which would neet in January.

"W leave it to BN to nake a final decison on the matter. As for Umo's
stand, we feel the duo nmust be expelled," he said after chairing the
council neeting at the party headquarters here today.

Li m Boo Chang (Datuk Keramat) and Tan Cheng Liang (Jawi) canme under fire
fromvarious quarters, including Dr Mahathir, and his deputy, Datuk Seri
Abdul I ah Ahrmad Badawi , who described their action as a serious breach of
party discipline.

On another matter, Dr Mahathir, who is Prine Mnister, said Umo has
decided to postpone its party elections scheduled to be held next June to
after the next general election.

He said the postponenent was to enable party nmenbers to concen
trate on preparations for the next general election which is schedul ed for
Novenber 2004.

"Thi s deci sion was made by the suprenme council which is enpowered to
post pone the party election for a period of up to 18 nonths.

"We do not want to obstruct party menbers fromworking for the genera
el ection. W& hope the postponenent will give themtinme to work hard and be
prepared for the general election

"It is not known when the general election will be held."

In 1999, Umo postponed its party elections scheduled to be held in June
to after the general election. The general election was held in Nov 1999,
and the party election in May 2000.

Asked whet her hol ding party positions would be a criterion for one to be
selected to contest in the general election, Dr Mahathir replied: "No,
that is not the situation. There are many, including nenbers of the Press,
who have contested in the general election but are not hol ding any party
posi tion.

"It has never been our practice that only party nmenbers be sel ected as
candi dates for the general election.™

Dr Mahathir said the Qpposition was in a difficult position as the 2.8
mllion potential voters in the general election who had their
constituencies switched (by the Opposition) were now back in their
original |ocation.

"They won in the last election through this type of tactic, otherw se
t hey woul d not have won."

Dr Mahathir said the suprene council had directed the disciplinary board
to call up all party menbers who | odged police reports agai nst ot her
menbers, in keeping with party procedures.

"If there is any police report made agai nst another party menber, then
t he conpl ai nant nust be called up by the disciplinary board for
expl anat i on.

"We m ght take action against the person, including expelling himfrom
the party."

On the proposed National Service which is to be introduced in 2004, Dr



Mahat hir said Umo fully supported it and felt that a detailed study was
needed on the nmethod of inplenmentation.

Later, Dr Mahathir joined sone 2,000 BN conmponent party divisional,
Wanita, Youth and Puteri |leaders in breaking fast at the Putra Wrld Trade
Centre.

Dr Mahathir al so announced that Datuk Khalid Yunus had been nade Deputy
Entrepreneur Devel opnent Mnister. Khalid was Deputy Information M nister.

This followed the recent elevation of Datuk Zainuddin Maidin from
Parliamentary Secretary to Deputy Mnister in the Information Mnistry.

Dat uk Ri zal man Abdullah is the Information Mnistry Parliamentary
Secretary. He was Entrepreneur Devel opnent Mnistry Parlianmentary
Secretary.
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