09 MAR 2002
Mahat hi r-Di sci pl i ne
UWMNO SUPREME COUNCI L UPHOLDS DI SCI PLI NARY ACTI ON ON 10 MEMBERS

KUALA LUWMPUR, March 9 (Bernanma) -- The Umo Supreme Council (M) has
uphel d t he puni shnent that the Disciplinary Board i nposed on 10 party
nmenbers found guilty of breaching regulations in division elections |ast
year.

Thi s was deci ded at a special MI neeting chaired by party president
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad at the Umo headquarters at the Putra Wrl d
Trade Centre (PWC) here today.

Dr Mahathir said the 10 were anong 27 party nmenbers who had appeal ed to
the Appeal s Secretariat after being found guilty by the Board.

Seven nmenbers have had their sentences cancel | ed whil e t he puni shrment
for the remaining 10 had been reduced, Dr Mahathir said

"I do not wish to give the nanes of these people," he told a press
conference after the two-hour neeting.

He said those guilty had to relinquish all posts they held in the party
and al so all government posts like in the state Exco.

Dr Mahathir said: "Athough they were tried on a particul ar case, for
exanpl e, the contest for division chief, and were found guilty, but prior
to that they had contested the Youth chief or MI post but there were no
al | egations against them we feel that all political posts held in the
party by those found guilty are bound by the sentence inposed."

However, those found guilty need not give up corporate posts |like
conpany chai rman, he said.

Anong t he puni shnment meted out by the Board on the errant nenbers was
stripping themof their right to vote and barring themfrombeing el ected
or appointed to any post in the party for three or six years.

However, Dr Mahathir did not explain on what was neant by a reduction
of sentence.

Dr Mahat hir said: "Although they were tried on a particul ar case, for
exanpl e, the contest for division chief, and were found guilty, but prior
to that they had contested the Youth chief or MI post but there were no
al | egations against them we feel that all political posts held in the
party by those found guilty are bound by the sentence inposed.”

However, those found guilty need not give up corporate posts |like
conmpany chai rman, he said.

Anmong t he puni shnent neted out by the Committee on the errant menbers
was stripping themof their right to vote and barring themfrombeing
el ected or appointed to any post in the party for three or six years.

However, Dr Mahathir did not explain on what was neant by a reduction
of sentence.

The seven whose 'sentence' was cancel |l ed had earlier been given a
war ni ng by the Board.

Dr Mahat hir said the Appeal s Secretariat, on studying the appeal s,
found that the case against the seven was rather |ight.

"We find that even the warning was an unnecessary formof sentence as
they are actually not guilty," he said.

He said the MI unani nously agreed with t he approach and pri nci pl es
adopted by the Secretariat and endorsed all its deci sions.

Dr Mahathir also said the MI decided that the novenents in Umo
-- Umo Youth, Wanita Umo and Puteri Umo -- are three different
entities.

As such, party nenbers could not join nore than one of these novenents,



he said.

"Whoever is a menber of Wanita or Puteri cannot be a nenber of Youth.
Yout h cannot be nmenbers of Wanita or Puteri and Puteri cannot be menbers of
Wani ta," he said.

Dr Mahathir said they can only contest posts in their own novenents.
"They are also eligible to contest posts in Umo, such as division
chief and posts at the branch I evel, in fact, even the Suprenme Council," he

sai d.

On the coming Ketari state by-election, Dr Mahathir said Pahang Menteri
Besar Datuk Seri Adnan Yaakob had been pi cked as the Bari san Nasi onal (BN)
el ection director. Adnan is the Pahang BN chairman.

The Ketari seat fell vacant follow ng the death of its assenbl yman
Dat uk Loke Koon Kamof the BN on March 3. The El ecti on Conmi ssi on has yet
to fix the date for the by-election.
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