19 APR 2002
Peacekeepers
UN MUST DECI DE ON PEACEKEEPI NG M SSI ON | N PALESTI NE, SAYS NAJI B

PEKAN, April 19 (Bernama) -- The United Nati ons nust nmake a deci sion
soon on the peacekeeping mi ssion in Pal estine especially in Gaza and t he
West Bank, said Defence Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak.

He said that for as long as the UNfail to intervene in the clashes
bet ween t he Pal estinians and the Israeli forces, there woul d never be peace
bet ween the two conflicting parties.

"As such, one neasure to ensure peace and security in the affected area
is for the UNto pass a resolution that peacekeeping forces be sent to
Pal estine," he told reporters after attendi ng the Speech Day of Sekol ah
Menengah Sai ns Sul tan Haji Ahmad Shah here yest erday.

Last Wednesday, Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said t hat
Mal aysi a was prepared to send its mlitary personnel to Pal estine in the
event that the UN deci des to di spatch peacekeeping forces to put an end to
cl ashes between the Pal estinians and the Israeli forces.

Naji b said that Mal aysi a which had | ong been prepared to dispatch its
mlitary personnel to Pal estine hoped that the natter woul d becone reality
as soon as possi bl e as too many i nnocent peopl e had becone victins and were
tyranni zed.

The minister said that if a UNresolution is passed, a battalion of
1,500 fromthe various units woul d be di spat ched as peacekeepers.

"That was the strength of our peacekeepi ng force di spatched to Bosni a
and | believe it may be sinilarly suitable for duties in Pal estine," he
sai d.

Several flights would need to be arranged to di spatch t he Mal aysi an
mlitary personnel there using the Royal Mal aysian Air Force's Charlie
aircraft or UN chartered aircraft, he said.

Asked to comment on the paynent of all owance to ex-servicemen who
served during the emergency, Najib said that his mnistry woul d study the
i mplications of such paynent as there were nany cat egori es of
ex-servi cemen.

For instance, he said, there were ex-servi cemen who served during the
British adm ni stration and recei vi ng pensi on paynent and there were al so
t hose who were now active in the Territorial Arny.
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