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PRESS STATEMENT OF BARI SAN NASI ONAL SUPREME COUNCI L ON DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, June 25 (Bernamm) -- Following is the press statenment of
the Bari san Nasi onal Suprene Council which was read out by its
secretary-general Tan Sri Mhaned Rahmat at a news conference after a
speci al nmeeting here today:

"The special neeting of the Barisan Nasional Suprenme Council was
convened today to accept the report on the neeting between YAB Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, who is the Umo President and al so Bari san Nasi ona
Chairman, with senior |eaders in Umo on June 23, 2002 at 9amat Seri
Perdana i n Putraj aya

"The Barisan Nasi onal Suprene Council, having received the report and
di scussed matters arising, took note of the foll ow ng:

"1. The Barisan Nasi onal Supreme Council received the report from Umo
Deputy President who is al so Barisan Nasional Deputy Chairman in which YAB
Dat uk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mdhamad appreci ates the confidence given to himby
the Bari san Nasi onal conponent parties and the people to continue | eading
the Bari san Nasi onal and the country. However, YAB Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad has decided that he will retire and relinquish all his posts in
Umo, Barisan Nasional and the Gover nment.

"2. YAB Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad has confirned YAB Dat uk Seri
Abdul | ah Haji Ahmad Badawi as his successor.

"3. YAB Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad has decided that his
resignations will take place after the Organisation of |slamc Conference
(AOC Summit that will take place from24 until 25 October 2003.

"4, In the period until the said OC Sunmit, YAB Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad will continue to hold all his posts in Ummo, Barisan Nasional and
t he Governnent including the post of M nister of Finance.

"5. In the period until the said OC Sunmit, YAB Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad will go on | eave for two nonths during which tinme YAB Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Haji Ahmad Badawi will be appointed Acting President of Umo and
Acting Prinme Mnister. YAB Datuk Seri Abdullah Haji Ahmad Badawi will al so
be Acting Chairnman of Barisan Nasional and Acting Prine M nister on any
ot her occasion that Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad will be on | eave during
the said period.

"6. YAB Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad has expl ai ned that the date of
hi s resignations has been deci ded upon to ensure a snooth and orderly
transition of power and responsibilities, and also to fulfill outstanding
comm tments such as chairing the Non Aligned Movenent (NAM Sunmit which
will be held on 24 and 25 February 2003 and the O C Summit.

"7. YAB Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad has also infornmed that after his
resignations fromall posts in Umo, Barisan Nasional and the Governnent,
he will continue to contribute his energy and ideas for the benefit of
Bari san Nasi onal and the country.

"So the Barisan Nasional Suprene Council, having heard and accepted the
expl anati ons, nade the foll ow ng deci sions:

"1. The Barisan Nasional Suprene Council respects and accepts YAB Dat uk
Dr Mahat hir Mbhamad's intention to retire as nentioned above.

"2. Barisan Nasional Suprene Council also urges Barisan Nasiona
conmponent parties to respect and accept YAB Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' s intention to resign. This is the tinme for Barisan Nasional
conmponent parties to be united in strengthening the Barisan Nasional in
facing challenges in our collective struggle for the cormunity, religion



and country.

"3. The Bari san Nasional Suprene Council wel cones and supports fully
YAB Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad' s suggesti on appoi nti ng YAB Dat uk Seri
Abdul | ah Haji Ahmad Badawi as Acting Prinme Mnister and Acting Chai rnman of
the Bari san Nasi onal and the Barisan Nasional will give full and undivi ded
support to himduring the period.

"4. The Barisan Nasi onal Suprenme Council has al so decided to give full
confi dence and support to YAB Datuk Seri Abdullah Haji Ahnad Badawi as

successor to YAB Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad when he retires.™
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