21 MAY 2002

UPM SUBM TS PROPOSAL ON MALAYSI A- RUSSI A Bl OTECHNOLOGY PRQIECTS

SERDANG, May 21 (Bernamm) -- Universiti Putra Ml aysia (UPM has
submi tted a proposal on projects to be carried out on collaborationwth
t he Russi an Shenyaki n- Ovchi nni kov I nstitute of Bi oorgani c Chenmi stry (SO BC)
to the Mal aysi an Sci ence Acadeny (MSA).

Head of Advanced Material Laboratory, Institute of Advanced Technol ogy
UPM Prof Dr Mansor Ahnad said the projects, cost about RML8 milli on,

i nvol ved research in areas such as agrobi ot echnol ogy, nedi cal
bi ot echnol ogy, bi ot echnol ogy ori ent ed basi c research, natural product
bi ot echnol ogy and pol yner technol ogy.

"The proposal was submitted to the MSA task force recently and they
woul d need sone tine to study it before presenting it to the cabinet," he
told reporters after delivering his speech at the Ml aysi a- Russi a
scientific collaboration forumat UPM here today.

The MSA task force was set foll owi ng the signing of a Menorandum of
Under st andi ng wi th the Russian Acadeny of Science to start the
Mal aysi a- Russi a bilateral collaborationin the area of biotechnology in
conjunction with the visit of Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad
to the country | ast March.

Dr Mansor said the SO BC was selected due to its strength in areas such
as proteins, biological nmenbranes, polyner for biology and
bi ot echnol ogy- based i ndustri es.

He said SO BC had expressed its willingness to collaborate in
researches if there was enough funding.
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