02/ 01/ 2002

Treasure stability and count bl essings

MALAYSI ANS are a lucky lot. But unfortunately they do not always realise
it. W have been blessed with peace, prosperity and stability since

i ndependence, so much so that people risk taking the nation's good fortune
for granted.

They have to be rem nded these do not arise out of thin air or in a
vacuum They exi st because of policies, planning and efforts that took
into account the sensitivities of the various races in the country, as
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad enphasised in his New Year

nessage.
The peopl e nust continue to deepen the roots of racial harnony and
goodwi | I . The different races nust not only visit each and show friendship

and understandi ng during major festivities. To further strengthen racial
ties and unity, the different races should m x and integrate with each
other on a daily basis.

It is especially crucial for the youth of various races to get to know
each other and | ove each other, because personal bonds w Il grow stronger
when they grow up. Anong the best values we can teach our children are
bei ng sensitive to the feelings of other races and to help the others
regardl ess of religion in tine of plenty and adversity.

Many ot her devel opi ng countries sank into violence and disunity after
i ndependence. Mal aysi ans, however, have successfully lived with each ot her
in relative harnony. The noderate Ml ay | eaders of Ummo, though they
represent the majority Mislimpopul ati on, share power with the other non-
Muslimm nority races. This has encouraged patrioti smand reduced raci al
suspi ci ons.

Despite the attenpts of religious and political extrem sts, chauvinists
and racialists to subvert the country, the people have fortunately
rejected themin the past and, we believe, in the future. But Ml aysi ans
must continue to be vigilant. They nmust not be swayed by sweet tal k that
the country will continue as before if they take over.

No, the country will not be the same. If Ml aysians want to continue
enj oyi ng peace, econom c progress and personal freedom they nust not
waver in their support for the Governnent. Problens may crop up at tines
but we shoul d count our bl essings.

( END)
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