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Technopreneur on talent hunt here

Fazli | brahim
TECHNOPRENEUR Safi Qureshey's quest for new tal ent brought himto Ml aysia
recently.

The former CEO of AST Research Inc has been keeping a |low profile since
t he conpany changed hands, focusing his energies on devel opi ng new
applications in the field of tel econmrunicati ons.

At the same time, Qureshey is also at the forefront of devel opi ng new
research talents in the IT industry through his new set-up, Avaz Networks,
which is based in California.

Qureshey has nmet Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanad and
di scussed the possibility of setting up a research and devel opment facility
in Malaysia's own Miltinedia Super Corridor on the same lines of its present
centre in Islamabad, Pakistan.

"The Prime Mnister has highlighted Mal aysia's need to devel op know edge
workers. W want to replicate the nodel we have in Pakistan. W started
wi th six people who studied in the US and cane back to share their
experti se and now we have nore than 200 tal ented young people,” he said in
an interview in Kuala Lunmpur recently.

He attended talks with officials fromUniversiti Mlaya to highlight the
possibility of using the institution as a platformto achieve this goal

"W want to work with locals to devel op the sane research and
devel opnent set-up. We give to our interns sonme real chall engi ng probl ens
we want sol ved and expl ore new things."

He added, the company will be providing the initial technical suppport
and know how for the setup, which is expected to be an MSC status conpany.
"W want to train and recruit our people locally, but the scale of the
set-up woul d depend very much on the projects we are working on at the
time. Gradually, we will scale back on the nunber of outside experts as

t he nunber of locals trained increases.”

He said the three main factors that attract technol ogical investors to a
country are the infrastructure, availability of |local talent and donestic
mar ket for products.

He added the trip to Malaysia is also to offer expertise in cutting edge
technol ogy to local and international firms in Malaysia, especially in the
t el econmuni cations field.

"Qur solutions are able to deliver high speed data and tel ephone
conmuni cations at a significantly |ower cost. For the IP's, the main issue
is the quality of service and reliability with solutions that integrate
all three environnments."
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