15 JAN 2002
TABUNG HAJI - DI VI DEND
TABUNG HAJI LI KELY TO DECLARE DI VI DEND OF UP TO 5. 0 PERCENT

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 15 (Bernama) -- Lenbaga Tabung Haji (Tabung Haji) is
expected to pay a dividend of | ess than 5.0 percent on deposits recorded in
its books during its 2001 financial year.

Speaki ng here today, the chairman of the Haj pilgrims fund, Tan Sri
Zai nal Mahnood said the dividend rate to be announced next nonth woul d be
| ower than the 5.5 percent dividend paid for financial year 2000.

"We cannot pay nore (higher rate than 5.0 percent) because the econonic
and i nvestment clinate does not permt (a higher rate)," he said when
queried by the Press after officiating the presentation of schooling aidto
Kual a Lunpur Federal Territory orphans at the Tabung Haji head office here.

The cerenpony was graced by the presence of the Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad and his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohared
Ali.

According to Zainol, the | ower FY 2001 divi dend being paid was not in
any way related to the reported fraudul ent | oss of RMB.97 million suffered
by certain deposit holders | ast year.

Asked what steps Tabung Haji woul d take to wi n back the confidence of
depositors follow ng the | ess-than-satisfactory financial performance of
t he fund, Zainol said the new board nenbers woul d make every effort to
restore the fund' s profit performance. unt uk mengenbal i kan keunt ungan.

"W have a new (nmanagenent team, a new | eadership and a new
i nvest ments panel manned by prof essi onal peopl e who know howto restore and
strengt hen the busi ness opportunities open to Tabung Haji," he said.

Still, the fund' s new managenent must be given tinme to showresults
since the menbers have only been appoi nted about a nonth ago.

"W will seek the best possible investnment opportunities and restore
what ever | osses were suffered - we want to restore our profit performance.

Tabung Haji currently has nearly five mllion depositors with a
combi ned total assets of RWD.0 billion-RMLO billion. -- BERNAVA
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