01 JuL 2002
Abdul | ah- Successi on
UP TO BN COVPONENT PARTI ES TO ELECT THEI R LEADERS

KUALA LUMPUR, July 1 (Bernama) -- Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi said today that it is up to Barisan Nasional (BN)
component parties to elect their respective | eaders.

"And it is up to the | eaders to deci de when they would like to go or
when t hey woul d |i ke to hand over to the next generation of | eaders,"”
Abdul | ah sai d.

"I think that it is left to our conponent parties and their respective
| eaders to decide what they would | ike to dowith their own parties. It is
up to thementirely," he said when asked to conment on BN conponent party
| eaders who had expressed their desire to step down fromparty posts.

Abdul | ah, who is al so the BN deputy chairman, said that succession was
sonet hi ng whi ch shoul d not be forced on any BN conponent party | eader.

"This is sonething that we cannot force upon them But | hope they will
understand that snooth transition of power is inmportant for the continued
success of the party they |l ead," said Abdul | ah who has been naned by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad as his successor.

Earlier Abdullah opened the conference of E-Governnent in Ml aysia
here.

MCA deputy president Datuk LimAh Lek on Friday had said that he was
willingtoresignfromall party posts provided the MCA | eadership drew a
conpr ehensi ve | eader shi p successi on pl an.

Abdul I ah was al so asked whet her such remarks woul d create probl ens
within the MCA since Limand party President Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik
had gi ven priority to party unity based on the "Dr Mahat hir Peace and
Stability Plan for the MCA."

Under the Prime Mnister's plan, both | eaders retained their positions
in the party when nom nations closed on Monday.

"I think if they work hard...and work well on the peace plan that the
prime mnister had suggested to them | think things will work out well for
the MCA, " Abdul | ah said.
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