26 SEP 2002

UP TO NI K AZI Z WHETHER TO APOLOAQ SE, SAYS ABDULLAH

KUALA LANGAT, Sept 26 (Bernama) -- It is up to PAS spiritual |eader
Dat uk Ni k Abdul Aziz Ni k Mat whet her or not to apol ogi se after adm tting
maki ng a m stake in his allegation against the prime mnister, Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi sai d today.

A person woul d normal |y apol ogi se if he had nade a m stake, the deputy
prime mnister said when asked by reporters whether the Kel antan nmenteri
besar shoul d apol ogi se for his mistake in accusing Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohand of not knowi ng howto recite the Quran.

Ni k Aziz was reported to have said and that what he neant to say was
that Dr Mahathir di d not know Arabic and that the nistake was due to a slip
of the tongue.

Asked whet her a state | eader shoul d have made such a m stake, Abdull ah
said: "M stakes do happen. It's upto NNk Aziz. |If he nade a m st ake he
shoul d explain."

He said it was up to the person who had | odged a report over NNk Aziz's
remarks to take the next course of action nowthat Nik Aziz had adnmitted
hi s mi st ake.

On Sunday, Bachok Umo divi si on Youth chi ef Mohaned Zai n Yassi ml odged
a police report against Nik Aziz for his renmarks nade at a ceramah in
Bachok.
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