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Mahat hir-Q C

UPCOM NG CONFAB W LL DEFI NE WHAT AND WHO CONSTI TUTES A TERRORI ST, SAYS
PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 29 (Bernama) -- An upcomi ng international neeting
whi ch Mal aysiais organising will define the termterrorist and seek a
common stand among Muslimcountries on terrorism the Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad sai d.

Presently, he said, there has yet to be a concerted effort towards
defini ng what and who constitutes a terrorist.

"At the nonent the definition tends to be confined only to Islamc
nati ons and Muslins at | arge whereas Israel and the Jews are also terrori st
state or people. Even Russia for that matter is aterrorist state as it has
killed thousands of Chechens.

"Hurling bonbs which kill thousands of innocent people is terrorism"
he sai d when respondi ng to questions fromthe fl oor at a di al ogue with
partici pants of a conference on i ssues and openi ng up of the Mal ay m nd
here today.

Dr Mahat hir was asked on the seemngly ineffective O ganisation of
I sl ami ¢ Conference (O C) in tackling problens faced by Musl i mnati ons and
def endi ng themdespite it being well-endowed financially.

The prine mnister hoped O C nenber countries would attend t he proposed
nmeeting and state a conmon stand on crucial issues besides conmng to the
def ence of Muslimcountries.

Dr Mahathir attributed the OC s failure in coming to the defence of
I slam c countries and Muslins partly to the Miuslins thensel ves rejecting
Musl i m br ot her hood, one of the nost basic of |slanic teachings.

After the Second Wrld War, the British and the French set up nation
states in West Asia, creating individual Arab states which were once
borderless Islamc entities.

"Upon beconi ng individual |Islanmic states, their preoccupation was with
sel fish national pursuits at the expense of neglecting the Musli mnasses to
fight against each other instead," he said.

Such situation transpired as a result of the way the West dictated who
should be at the hel mof the Arab states concerned, he said.

"As they becone nation states, |Islamhas taken a back seat and the
nati on states beconme the greater thing. In determning their survival these
states i nstead becone enem es rather than Muslimallies,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir lamented that within the OCitself, differences persisted
even in matters which only denmanded uni son.
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