31 MAY 2002
Agong- Speech/ BM
UPHOLD RELI G ON AND EASTERN VALUES, ADVI SES THE KI NG

KUALA LUMPUR, May 31 (Bernama) -- Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku Syed
Sirajuddin Syed Putra Janmal ul l ail today call ed on the people to strongly
uphol d religion and nobl e eastern values in efforts at tackling socia
probl ens.

As such, the King wanted t he peopl e who were responsi bl e i n educati ng
the children, nanely the parents and teachers especially the religi ous
teachers to strive to inculcate and instil good val ues through religi ous
education and cul ture.

"Parents and educat ors nust i ncul cate good exanples to their children
and t he young generati on.

"The ranpant cases of incest now occurred because those responsi ble for
devel opi ng good personality for the young generation have failed," said the
Yang di - Pertuan Agong i n conjunction with his official birthday anni versary
whi ch was tel ecast by RTM

He cal | ed on everyone particularly the governnent, parents and teachers
to give serious attention to the problem
"These crines nust be checked i f we want to see the future generation
to have better norals," the King said.

On raci al tolerance, he expressed happi ness at the tolerant attitide of
the people to the extent that no particular race was bei ng suppressed by
the ot her races as was occurring in other countries.

"The tol erant attitude and nmutual respect, cooperation and
under st andi ng bet ween t he races have noul ded our country into one that is
peaceful , safe, progressive and prospering.

"Even the foreigners who conme to our country are i npressed that the
peopl e here can live and work together," the Yang di-Pertuan Agong sai d.

He sai d t he devel oprment achi eved by the country all this while would be
nmeani ngl ess if the people were divided, there was ennity between themor
that they were living in fear.

In ternms of devel opment, he praised the attitude of the governnent that
was concer ned about and sensitive to the plight of the people especially
t he poor.

He said the governnent had strived with determi nation to raise the
standard of living of the people regardless of race, culture and religion

"The governnent policy to ensure soci al bal ance anong the plural
soci ety has been proven to be successful because through wi se economc
devel opnent strategies, the nunber of people | aggi ng behind in the
country's econoni ¢ devel opnent nai nstreamhas decl i ned.

"Poverty | evel has been reduced significantly and t he governnent's
wi sdomi n bal anci ng econoni ¢ devel opnent with the people's social needs has
br ought about peace and prosperity to the people," the King said.

The Yang di-Pertuan Agong al so expressed his satisfaction at the
neasur es taken by the governnent to ensure that no ethnic group or sector
of society including wonen, youths, the elderly and the | ess fortunate
groups were | eft behind.

He congratul ated the government under the | eadership of Prinme Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad for havi ng adm ni stered the country
efficiently and with conm tnent.
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