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UPKO READY TO ACCEPT KADAZANDUSUN SEAT ALLOCATI ON

KOTA KI NABALU, July 29 (Bernama) -- The United Pasok Momogun
Kadazandusun Murut Organi sati on (Upko), one of the Bari san Nasi onal (BN
conponent parties in Sabah, is ready to accept seats allocated to the party
in the com ng general election.

Its president. Tan Sri Bernard Donpok, said that Upko woul d abi de by
t he deci sion of the BN | eadership on the matter.

"I don't think there is any problemin the allocation of seats. Once
decision is made, all BN conmponent parties have to respect it and | think
it happens in all elections | have partici pated.

"OF course, thereis alot of jostling before the election but once it
i s deci ded, everybody will accept it for the good of the BN," he told
reporters after opening a dial ogue on busi ness opportunities inthe
petrol eumindustry, here today.

Dompok, who is Mnister inthe Prime Mnister's Departnent, was asked
to comment on Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad's recent call
to BN conponent parties to readily accept seats allocated to their
respective parties in the next general el ection.

Dr Mahathir has said that he was maki ng t he appeal at this early stage
so that when a decision had been made by himas the BN chairnman, they woul d
abi de by the deci sion.

Asked on the allocation of linited Kadazandusun seats anmong BN
conmponent parties including Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS) in the state, Donpok
said: "If thereis a lot of people bidding for limted seats...all of them
will have to take what they get".

"OfF course, the question of whether the party can contribute to the BN
victory is another point to consider in all elections,"” he said.

At present, Upko, a Kadazandusun Mirut-based party, has three el ected
assenbl ymen -- Datuk Wences Anggang (Kual a Penyu), Datuk Siringan Gubat
(Ranau), Datuk C arence Bongkos Mal akun ( Moyog) and t hree Menbers of
Parliment -- Donpok (Kinabalu), WIfred Madi us Tangau (Tuaran) and Philip
Lasi mhang ( Penanpang).

Donmpok sai d that the BN s concept of consensus had worked wel |l and had
wi t hstood the test of tinme in solving any squabbl e pertaining to seat
al l ocation anong its conponent parties in all general el ections.

On a different note, Donpok urged | ocal entreprenuers to link up with
established i nternati onal business entitiesif they were to ventureinto
the petrol eumindustry to enhance their conpetitiveness.

He said that the dial ogue session between | ocal businessnmen and
Petronas here was appropriate as it would give theman insight into the
many opportunities of business relating to the petrol eumindustry
particularly in Sabah.
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