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US, NOT MALAYSI A, THE LAUNCH PAD FOR SEPT 11 ATTACKS, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 28 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t oday deni ed al | egati ons that Ml aysi a was the | aunch pad for the
Sept 11 attacks on the United States, saying that the actual | aunch pad was
the US itself.

"These people were training in the USall the tine and then they
pl anned i n Arerica (on) howto hijack Arerican pl anes, at what tinme, which
pl ane, which building. Al that was done in Anerica, not done in Ml aysia,"
he said.

Speaking to reporters after |aunching the Finance Mnistry's Quality
Day and "Day Wth Cients" programme at the ministry here, Dr Mahathir, who
is also Finance Mnister, said: "As far as we know, there is no Ml aysi an
connection in the attacks on the US.

"But we do know that there were Mal aysi ans who have been trained in
Paki st an and Af ghani stan, came back with the intention to destabilisethis
country, to create racial tension, religious tension, things |like that, and
they have the intention to forma government through terrorist acts.”

He was asked to conment on a foreign news report alleging that Mal aysi a
was a prinmary operational |launch pad for the Sept 11 attacks on the US.

The report, in the Newsweek's | atest edition, said that USintelligence
sources believed a former Mal aysi an army captain, Yazid Sufaat, who was a
menber of the Islamic extrem st group Jermaah | sl am ah, hel ped devel op a
support network for chief terror suspect Osama bin Laden i n Ml aysi a and
t hroughout Sout heast Asi a.

The report al so all eged that Kual a Lunmpur was the perfect place for
Arabs tolie lowand the city attracted many Arab tourists.

The report also clainmed that Mal aysian law all owed Muslinms to enter and
exit the country without visas.

It said that in January 2000, Sufaat held a meeting in his Kual a Lunpur
condom ni umwi t h t op associ ates of Osama i n accordance with i nstruction
given to himby an Indonesian cleric with ties to al-Qaeda, Gsama's terror
net wor k.

Dr Mahathir said the terrorist suspects were travelling all over the
wor | d including Switzerl and.

"Wl |, they shoul d have been arrested in Switzerl and but they were not
arrested in Swtzerland.

"They cane here as tourists. If we were to arrest every Arab touri st
here, then nobody will ever cone to Mal aysia," he said.

The Prime M nister doubted that Yazid was involved in the planning of
the Sept 11 attacks and asked t hose who have i nformation to provide
evi dence.

"Let's see the evidence. It is very easy to say that he had done it but
did he doit in Malaysia, did he plan everything. | doubt it...it's too
sophi sticated an operation," he said.

On claims that Yazid was taking instructions froman I ndonesian cleric
with ties to the Al-Qaeda, Dr Mahathir said the Ml aysi an authorities have
no know edge of it then.

"If they had prior know edge, if they informed us then, we woul d have
taken action, but we knew not hi ng.

"When we found out who they were, what they were pl anning, we have
taken action, arrested nearly all of them" he said with reference to the
Kurmpul an M litan Ml aysia (KM nenbers.



Asked whet her Mal aysi a was taki ng any action on the incorrect news
report, the Prime M nister said Mal aysia would see what it coul d do.

"l don't know, this so-called freedomof the press. | amso sorry | am
talking to the press now but sonetinmes freedomof the press is abused by
t hese people for their own agenda.

"We know they don't |ike Malaysia for sone reason or other and no
matter what we do, they are going to say bad thi ngs about us,” he said.

Dr Mahat hir said that Mal aysi a, anong ot her things, has done very wel |
i n the managenent of the econony, in managenent of rel ati ons between
different races in the country and has grown very rapi dly but none of these
achi evenents were ever nentioned by them

"At any tine they nmentioned about Ml aysia, they say (it's) where the
press is under governnent control and yet the Asian Wall Street Journal and
the Heral d Tri bune (which) are printed in Ml aysia, say nasty things about
Mal aysi a and we have never stopped this.

"These newspapers have got no noral sense at all and are bent on
telling lies," he said

Meanwhi | e, Defence M nister Datuk Seri Najib Razak described the
al l egations as "stretching it a bit too far" and that as far as the
gover nment was concerned, Mal aysi a was not a | aunch pad for the attacks on
US soil.

"I think it is alnpbst a fantasy to say that Mal aysia was the | aunch pad
for the Sept 11 attacks," he told reporters after taking part in a charity
gol f conpetition (Golf Sumbangsi h 2002) to rai se noney for the Tabung
Amanah Perwi ra dan Pertahanan Negara in Seri Kenbangan.

He said the total failure of the USintelligence conmunity |ed to those
responsi bl e bei ng unabl e to detect potential terrorist threats.

"I'n fact, the whol e operational planning was done inthe USitself, the
training of the pilots, the details of the operation were done in the US
So how can they say Mal aysia was the [ aunch pad. | don't understand," he
sai d.

Naji b said Mal aysi a received many Arab visitors but this did not nmean
that they were terrorists.

"We cannot arrest themunless (it is) proven they are terrorists,” he
sai d.

Conmenting the the matter, Umo Youth chi ef Datuk H shamuddi n Hussein
sai d that the novenent strongly denounced the action of certain foreign
correpondents and nmedi a to tarnish the i nage of Ml aysi a.

He said that the Mal aysi an mi ssi ons and Mal aysi ans abroad shoul d be
sensitive and nonitor nedia reports intheir respective locality.

"An appropriate expl anati on nust be provided i medi ately to prevent
m sconception of the world regarding Mal aysia as a result of inaccurate and
unet hi cal reports by the Western nedi a,” he said.

The Umo Yout h al so call ed on US Anbassador Marie Huhtala to explain to
t he Mal aysi an government how a concl usi on that the country was a | aunch pad
for the terrorist operations was reached.

- - BERNANA

MAM AHH RM



	US, NOT MALAYSIA, THE LAUNCH PAD FOR SEPT 11 ATTACKS, SAYS PM (Bernama 28/01/2002)

