28/ 03/ 2002
Strong declaration to curb terrorism

R Sittanparam

PUTRAJAYA, Wed. - The com ng Speci al Session of the O ganisation of

I sl am ¢ Conference Foreign Mnisters will come up with a strong
declaration and followup action for a positive and long-termsolution in
curbing terrorismin the world.

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar said it was al so hoped the
voi ce of 48 out of 57 O C nenber countries including 27 Mnisters in the
session, could allay the m sconception anbng nany, in associating Islam
wWith terrorism

Speaking at his office here today, Syed Ham d said: "This is inportant
as many Islamc countries have suffered i nmensely due to this
nm sconcepti on.

"Taking terrorismto be a new phenonenon, the world is persecuting
Islamic countries for the recent incidents of terrorismand this wong
shoul d be corrected."

Syed Hanmid earlier nmet a del egation of five Kazakhstan parlianentarians
headed by its chairman, Zharnmakhan Tuyakbay, on a courtesy call at his
of fice.

He said he hoped that the O C nenbers would participate actively in the
session to contribute their input towards providing a strong voice to
counter the m sconceptions.

He said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s openi ng address
at the session would be the basis of discussions by the participants.

He said Mal aysia, which is sponsoring the session, had invited
Af ghani stan as a guest although it was suspended fromthe grouping at the
24th Islam c Conference of Foreign Mnisters in Jakarta in Decenber 1996.

The Foreign M nister of the Afghan interim Government, Dr Abdul |l ah
Abdul | ah, who will | ead a three-nmenber delegation to the session, is
expected to provide input on terrorismin relation to the Sept 11 attacks
in the US and its afternath.

The del egation will include Afghan Foreign Mnistry spokesnman Mihanmad
Orer Samad and Shahabuddin Saqgib who is in charge of the United Nations
and International Conferences Departnment of the Mnistry.

Meanwhi | e, asked if the resolution of the Israel-Palestine dispute in
the Mddl e East would help curb terrorismin the world, Syed Ham d sai d:
"This will not necessarily end terrorism but it will be a nmajor step in
renovi ng one of the nmmjor causes of terrorism”

"Ml aysia's stand, however, is that the root of the problens in the
M ddl e East is Israel's arrogance in not conplying with the United
Nation's directives for peace in the region. It is Israel that is nowin
the position to ensure peace in the region."

Syed Hanmid said Israel's attenpts to bl ock Pal estinian President Yasser
Arafat fromattending the Arab summit to discuss the peace proposal of
Saudi Arabia's Crown Prince Abdull ah Abdul Aziz was w ong.

He said Arafat’'s presence at the summit was vital for the peace process
in Wst Asia to succeed.

He was commenting on reports that Arafat had decided to skip the sunmt
following Israel's preconditions to lift a travel ban on him
sittamanst p. com ny

( END)



	Strong declaration to curb terrorism (NST 28/03/2002)

