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Ri oting puts Indon workers in bad light, their future in jeopardy

Ahmad A Talib

SURADI wasn't his usual talkative self yesterday. The manual worker for a
smal | contractor doing house renovation, |andscaping work and ot her nmanua
odd j obs, appeared subdued. Suradi has al ways been a cheerful fell ow and
to see himkeeping to hinself was a bit unusual

Before long | found out what it was that kept Suradi subdued. It was the
rioting by his fellow countrymen at a textile factory in N lai, Negri
Senbilan, in the early hours of Thursday.

News of the rioting made the front pages of nost |ocal newspapers. Sone
450 | ndonesi an workers took the law into their own hands as they protested
the arrest of 16 of their colleagues for drug abuses. They overturned a
police patrol car, a van and pushed a police truck down a slope. Severa
not orcycl es were destroyed in the process while tables and chairs were
hacked and broken and used as smashi ng tools.

The ranpage | asted several hours, but was brought under control before
it got out of hand. The follow ng day, several of the rioters were
produced in a Serenban court and remanded for a week. | won't be surprised
if nmore were to be taken in for questioning.

Suradi hails froma kanpung in Jakarta and news of the rioting had put
his country in bad light. | had cone to know Suradi for the work he did
for a fornmer nei ghbour. W woul d exchange sal ans and Suradi never failed
to wear a smle no matter what tinme of the day it was.

As an enpl oyee of the small contractor, Suradi was doi ng | andscapi ng
work for a small office in Bal akong, near Kajang. Suradi was working in an
oil palmestate before he joined his new boss. Estate work was fine, but
he preferred to work in an urban setting.

Suradi is hard working and is his boss's favourite. Sonmetines, his boss
woul d use himto drive the fanmily to do their shopping. Since he is fast
and friendly, he had gradually earned the trust of his boss and ot her
famly menbers.

But news of the rioting in the textile factory had caused him
consi derabl e enbarrassnent. "ltu kerja orang bodoh Boss," Suradi said when
| asked himfor his opinion. Only stupid people do that, the young man
said, and went on to |lash out at the rioters for their crine.

Suradi, l|ike nost |Indonesians, is very proud of his honme country even
t hough events in the |ast couple of years have put the country under a | ot
of unwanted international scrutiny. The recent rioting is not going to do
any good for the likes of Suradi and his friends.

They are even nore concerned with the official comment after the
incident. Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad warned t hem t hat
they mght not be welconmed in the future. Hi s deputy, Datuk Seri Abdullah
Ahmad Badawi, who is al so Home M nister and hence responsible for | aw and
order donestically, said there would be nore stringent control when hiring
foreign workers in the light of Thursday's rioting.

Suradi is not at all sorry for his countrymen for the trouble they
caused. He's also not at all concerned if they are jailed and then
deported. He is worried that other Indonesian workers, like him may be
made to pay for the folly and irresponsible act of others.

The recent crimnal acts will tarnish even further the reputation of
I ndonesi an workers. Even the good and responsible ones will be viewed with
consi der abl e suspi ci on regardl ess of what provoked the rioting. One is
often told of their clannish nature which often leads to tribal and



territorial fights.

The authorities nust not conpromi se on the safety of others in such a
situation. Suradi knows that he nmay even be subjected to some strict
control of his novenment by his enployer even if they appear to like the
young man.

He is not staying with scores of other Indonesian workers, since his
boss had rented a flat for all his workers, which has hel ped himto keep
away from ot her |ndonesi an workers. "Saya perlukan kerja ini Boss. Saya
ti dak mau pul ang dengan tangan kosong atau digari (I need this job and I
don't want to go home enpty handed or handcuffed)," Suradi said.

I think foreign workers who cause too much trouble should just be
deported once they have been found to be guilty. Allowing themto continue
to work here will put all of us at risk.
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