15 OCT 2002

Mahat hi r - Nucl ear

URGENT NEED FOR | NTERNATI ONAL DI ALOGUE ON NUCLEAR VWEAPON
NON- PROLI FERATI ON

KUALA LUWPUR, Cct 15 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said
today there is an urgent need for an international dialogue to find an
effective nultilateral approach to achi eve nucl ear weapon non-proliferation
and di sarmanment and avoid a downward spiral related to the issue.

The prinme mnister said that this was i nportant now, especially when
there was a propensity for some countries to unilaterally judge others as
devel opi ng or harbouring intention to devel op nucl ear weapons w t hout due
regard to the findings of, or recourse to, the authority of the
mul til ateral agencies enpowered to nake such j udgnent.

"We have seen how bi ased such a unilateral judgnent can be. If a state
devel opi ng such weapons is an ally, no action is taken to curb the
devel opnent or possession or to institute nuclear control

“I'f (it is) not anally, the full mlitary mght and fury of those
countries woul d be brought to bear upon the state concerned," he sai d when
openi ng the international nucl ear conference 2002 here.

Dr Mahat hir said nations of the world shoul d not be blinded by narrow
national interests in pursuing such dial ogue.

The prine mnister said that as a result of a propensity to
unilaterally act as an international prosecutor, judge and jury, there was
now a threat for these countries to |l aunch pre-enptive mlitary strikes on
the nuclear facilities of the alleged proliferating states, with the
current war on terrori smserving as a conveni ent excuse.

"Such | ack of clear noral standi ng between pushing for nucl ear export
control and striving for nucl ear di sarnmanment and al so a propensity to
unilaterally act as prosecutor, judge and jury and enforcer agai nst others
on non-proliferation matters will lead to a downward spiral, to the
detriment of global nuclear non-proliferation objectives," he said.

He said the unilateral actions would not only cause nore states to fee
threatened. It could also lead to sone in the threatened states to take
matters into their own hands, by resorting to acts of terrori smand perhaps
even nucl ear terrorism

"Even nore dangerous i s when the threatened states are those that are
predom nant |y popul ated by peopl e of a particular religious faith.

"This will lead to a perceived escalation in the victinmnisation of
countries and peopl e of that faith, follow ng sim|ar w despread perception
in the context of the current global war on terrorism" he said.

Dr Mahat hir said that Mal aysia, being a Muslimcountry adhering to the
fundament al teachings of Islam would pursue inter-faith dial ogue to
pronot e gl obal peace and security, but the downward spiral on matters
concerni ng nucl ear non-proliferation and di sar mament woul d under m ne such
efforts.

He said the rightful forumto provide avenue for the i nternationa
di al ogue, nanely the Non-Proliferation of Nucl ear Weapons Treaty (NPT)

Revi ew Conf erences, had not done so.

Simlarly, the Conference on D sarmanent (CD) in Geneva had been
stalled by the reluctance of the nucl ear weapon states and their
nucl ear-unbrella states to link the i ssue of developing atinme-table for
nucl ear disarmanent to, initially, that of banni ng nucl ear weapon tests
and, currently, that of cutting off the production of fissile nuclear
material, he said.

Speaki ng at a news conference |l ater, Dr Mahat hir, who refused to nane



the countries which he accused of being biased in their unilatera
j udgenent, said: "I dont want to be specific, but one of the things that |
do knowis that there is no pressure on Israel to do away with their
nucl ear weapons, but there is so much pressure on ot her countries"

He said unilateral actions against Irag, for exanple, were based on the
possibility that the country was a nucl ear proliferating state.

"If you attack a country because of possibilities, then every country
is going to be attacked. They should attack Israel,” he said.

To a question, Dr Mahathir said Malaysia's allies were mainly people
who wanted to see peace and who did not care for nucl ear weapons.

Asked what he believes to be the causes of terrorism he said they
i ncluded the continued attacks on Pal estine, the terror attacks agai nst
them(the US), their retaliation and the i dea of invading Iraqg.

CGeneral ly, he said, the attribute was Musli mcountries, to the extent
t hat even Saudi Arabi a nowwanted to i mpose reci procal counter checks on
countries which discrimnate agai nst them

On | ndonesi an newspaper reports quoting sonme | ndonesi an Musli ml eaders
as claimng that the US was behind the recent bonb blasts in Bali, Dr
Mahat hir said he did not about it but nmaybe they had grounds to nake such
al | egati ons.

On Indonesia's claimthat the al -Qaeda network was involved in the
incident, he said: "It woul d appear that each has differing opinions".
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