08 JAN 2002
Mahat hir-US (Wth Pix)
US CONGRESS STAFFERS MEET DR MAHATHI R

PUTRAJAYA, Jan 8 (Bernama) -- The Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t oday recei ved 12 US congressional staffers at his office here
today, and according to Kathl een Lydon, the chief secretary to US
Congr esswonan Judy Bi ggert, the group had a productive neeting with Dr
Mahat hi r.

"We di scussed economi ¢ i ssues and appreci ate the concern shown by the
prime mnister on the US econony which is closely linked with the Ml aysi an
econony, " she told reporters after the hour-1ong neeting.

She said Dr Mahathir stressed the i nportance of a rebound in the US
econony as this woul d al so ai d Mal aysi a economi cal | y.

"We al so tal ked about terrorismand conveyed to hi mour appreciation of
Mal aysi a's stand on the i ssue and policy to overcone the problem" she
sai d.

Institute of Strategic and International Studies (ISIS) chairnman and
chi ef executive officer Tan Sri Dr Noordin Sopiee and | SI' S Di rect or-General
Dat uk Moharmed Jauhar Hassan al so attended the neeti ng.

The US congressional staffers, who arrived here Sunday for a week tour
of the country, net the Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar
yest er day.

They are al so expected to visit various organi sations, neet |ocal think
tanks and tour Langkawi before returning hone.

Wiile the USis the country's biggest trading partner, Ml aysia ranked
11th on the US list of trading partners.
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