26 JUN 2002
US- Mal aysi a
US COMFORTABLE W TH ABDULLAH, SAYS US AMBASSADOR

KUALA LUMPUR, June 26 (Bernanma) -- The Bush Administrationis
confortabl e with Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi as the next inlineto
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad, US Arbassador to Mal aysi a
Marie T. Huhtal a said today.

She said that the US was equal |y happy wi th Abdul | ah' s | eadershi p and
does not foresee any problens during the transition of power before Cctober
next year.

"Abdul lah is a strong | eader...we know both of them (Dr Mahathir and
Abdul | ah) wel | and are confortable with them" she told reporters after
attending a | uncheon tal k on "Enhanci ng US- Mal aysi a Busi ness, Trade and
I nvest nent Rel ati ons" here. The | uncheon was organi sed by the Federation of
Mal aysi an Manuf acturers (FMV) .

Respondi ng to questions on Dr Mahathir's retirenment plan, she said that
t he deci sion woul d not have any inmpact on US-Mal aysia rel ati onship and
expects it to continue strongly regardl ess of the changes the Ml aysi an
government may nake.

"Rel ati onshi ps between countries are even nore than between
i ndi vi dual s," she sai d.

Huhtal a said that Dr Mahathir's visit to the Wite House | ast nonth had
strengt hened the rel ati onshi p between the two countri es.

She al so said that there woul d not be any negative i npact on their
bilateral relationship duringthe transition period.

"I think they (Dr Mahathir and Abdul | ah) are very responsi bl e and
taking the right decision for the country,” she said.

On runours that US conpanies in Mal aysia were relocating their
operations to China, she said that she was not aware of any specific
i nst ances.

"We are not |eaving Malaysia and |'mnot seeing it at all. Wiat's
happeni ng now i s that conpanies fromdifferent countries are nmoving into
China and it's natural for us also to do the sane," she added.
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