22 NOV 2002
Abdul | ah- Regr et
US WARNI NG ON THREAT REGRETTABLE, SAYS ABDULLAH

KEPALA BATAS, Nov 22 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahnad Badawi
today reiterated that it is regrettable that the United States has
continued to make negative statenents that coul d adversely affect
Mal aysi a' s econony.

The Deputy Prinme Mnister said it appeared that the US had failed to
consi der the possibility that its statenments coul d di scourage peopl e of
ot her countries, apart fromits own citizens, frominvesting in or visiting
Mal aysi a.

"Mal aysia is disappointed with their (US) action,"” he told reporters
after presenting Hari Raya aid to the poor, orphans and single nothers in
the Bertamstate constituency here.

When provided with proof, Ml aysia had al ways taken firmacti on agai nst
groups whi ch wanted to act beyond t he bounds of the | aw or the federal
Constitution, he said.

What Mal aysi a had been doi ng was public know edge, he said.

He said the Foreign Mnistry should take the necessary steps to nake a
protest against the US acti on.

He was commenting on a US warni ng i ssued two days ago t hat attacks
simlar to the deadly Cct 12 Bali bonbing coul d take place in ot her
Sout heast Asi an countries, including Ml aysia.

Abdul | ah al so said Mal aysia did not agree with the US nove to build up
aninternational coalitionto attack Iraq wi thout the approval of the
United Nati ons.

In JOHOR BAHARU, Culture, Arts and TourismM ni ster Datuk Paduka Abdul
Kadi r Shei kh Fadzir said western countries which had been tal ki ng about
fighting terrori smshoul d not be i ssui ng unfounded st at ements on Sout heast
Asi a.

Such basel ess al |l egati ons woul d only serve to hel p spark terror
activities, hetold reporters after inspecting the site for the I aunch of
the national -1 evel Mega Sale Carnival in Jalan Wong Ah Fook.

He sai d Mal aysi a and ot her Southeast Asian countries had been
cooperating to conmbat all forns of terrorism

"W al so know that the terror groups' aimis to topple all governnents
with noderate stance and to set up extrem st governnments,"” he said.

Al t hough terror incidents occurred every day in the US and Europe, the
Mal aysi an gover nnent had not advi sed its peopl e agai nst visiting these
countries, he said.

"We know t hat such t hi ngs happen everywhere all the time...so thereis
no need to panic," he said, adding that Mal aysia is one of the safest
pl aces in the world.

He hoped Europeans and Aneri cans woul d not be i nfluenced by travel
advi sories |like the one issued by the US.

I n KUALA LUMPUR, Mal aysia Crine Prevention Foundati on vi ce-chairman Tan
Sri Lee LamThye said it was grossly unfair for certain devel oped countries
to single out Mal aysi a as unsaf e when t hey had no neans of substantiating
their clains.

"The statenment nmade by the US has far-reaching inplications andit's
totally unjustified and uncalled far and the Mal aysi an authorities have
undert aken various measures to assure foreignvisitors that Malaysiais a
safe country,"” he said in a statenment today.

He wonder ed what yardstick had been used to determn ne which country was



saf e and whi ch was unsafe as terrorists do not recogni se borders.

"Qur Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad poi nted out recently
that even the best-protected country coul d not guarantee that there woul d
be no terror attack. W are dealing with invisible enemes,” he said.
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