06 OCT 2002
Mahat hi r - Jer usal em
US MOVE TO RECOGNI SE JERUSALEM AS | SRAEL' S CAPI TAL UNW SE

KUALA LUMPUR, COct 6 (Bernama) -- The United States' nove to recogni se

Jerusal emas Israel's capital will increase anger anong t he Pal esti ni ans
and Muslins in general, the Prime Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad
sai d today.

Jerusal emknown as Baitul nugadi s to Muslins has al ways been the chi ef
city and capital of Palestine and is sacred to Muslins, Christians and
Jews.

Call s have been nmade to nmake it in an international city with
sovereignty over it remaining inthe hands of the Pal estinians. Previously
West Jerusal emwas under | srael and East Jerusal emunder Pal estine control
but the Israelis recently took over East Jerusal emas well.

"I't doesn't help especially at this tinme. It doesn't help at all, just
pouring oil on fire. This will increase the anger of the Pal estinians and
doesn't hel p the fight against terrorists,” the Prime M nister said.

"We are increasing the causes for terrorism" he said at a nedia
conference after openi ng the Peopl e's Progressive Party 49th Annual General
Meeting at Putra Wrld Trade Center (PWIC) here.

Presi dent George W Bush signed | egi sl ati on on Monday requiring the US
administration to identify Jerusal emand not Tel Aviv as Israel's capital.

On the role of the UN Security Council with regard to the unil ateral
nmoves of certain nenbers states, he said, the council was powerl ess.

"Not hi ng can be done in the Security Council, it is totally paralysed,"
said Dr Mahathir.

Replying to questions, the Prinme M nister said police received nany
reports and they need to give priority to certain cases and i nvesti gati ons
at tinmes took much time in viewof the difficulties encountered in the
course of the probe.

He said cases woul d be brought to court if there was sufficient
evi dence.

I nvestigations were ai med at ensuring justice and not ai nmed at
ridiculing anyone, he said.
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