30 JUL 2002
Syed Hani d- Powel |
US PROPOSES REG ONAL ANTI - TERRORI SM CENTRE | N MALAYSI A

PUTRAJAYA, July 30 (Bernama) -- Malaysia and the United States are
| ooking into the possibility of setting up a regional centre to coordi nate
anti-terrorismactivities.

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar said the proposal was
nmoot ed by US Secretary of State Colin Powell during their neeting at Wsma
Putra, here, today.

"They (US) asked about the possibility of working closer to nmake
Mal aysi a a regional centre for activities to counter terrorism..to have
some institute-l1ike (body) which becones a pl ace for discussion and
del i beration," he told  reporters after the neeting.

He said the proposed centre woul d be jointly manned by Ml aysian and US
officials.

Earlier, at a brief joint news conference with Powel |, Syed Ham d said
that both countries woul d be | ooki ng i nto specific areas of cooperationto
enhance efforts to conbat terrorism

"We have worked effectively and strongly, we are very happy wi th that
rel ationshi p and now we are | ooki ng i nto specific areas of working
t oget her.

"We are | ooki ng forward to havi ng sonet hi ng substantive between the US
and Mal aysi a where we can cover the region's forumof discussions for
exhange of views." he said.

Asked by a US reporter regarding the extradition of Mal aysi an suspects
inthe Sept 11 attacks on the US, Syed Hanmid said the US coul d use the
normal channel set up between the two countries for that purpose.

Powel I, who arrived here last night for a brief visit,earlier called on
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad and Deputy Prime M nister
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi .

Meanwhi | e, Powel |, when asked on human rights for Ml aysi an suspects
detained for terrorismactivities, said they nust be treated consi stent
with the universal standard of human rights.

Syed Hamid, inreply to this question, said: "Ml aysia places a | ot of
i nportance on human rights and has so far been exercising the universal
standard of human rights and the sanme tinme | ooki ng at the national interest
fromthe national perspective.”

He reiterated that the Internal Security Act (ISA) was only used to
preserve peace and stability in the country and not for political purposes.
Asked whet her the West Asian i ssue was brought up in the discussions,
Powel | reiterated that the US woul d seek a peaceful solution to the

conflict.

Syed Ham d described the neeting as very constructive and fruitful.

Powel | , who is on an eight-day tour of Asia, is scheduled to depart for
Si ngapore | ater today before proceeding to Brunei to attend the Asean
Regi onal Forum
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