02 AUG 2002
US- MALAYSI A- PORT
US SEEKS JO NT I NI TI ATIVES WTH M SI A | N PORT SECURI TY

KUALA LUVMPUR, Aug 2 (Bernama) -- The United States has urged the
Mal aysi an governnment to ensure security at its ports to prevent any
shi pnents of arnms of nass destruction.

Visiting assistant secretary for Market Access and Conpliance, U S
Department of Comrmerce, WlliamLash Il said with the trend novi ng t owar ds
gl obal i sation, efforts should be taken to prevent the abuse of entry and
exit points of armshipnents.

"As we | ower our borders and increase transhi pment trade, it is
i mportant that they are not bei ng used agai nst Mal aysia or the U S, by
t hose who seek to do ny peopl e harmor your people harm" he sai d when net
during the luncheon here today.

Earlier today, Lash nmade a call on the Mnistry of Donestic Trade and
Consumner Affairs and al so M nistry of International Trade and | ndustry
(MTI).

Lash sai d Washi ngt on was seeking a joint initiatives tothis end in
view of Malaysia's strong efforts to conbat terrorism

"Mal aysia is the major port for transhipnent and it is very inportant
that we join efforts to make sure that people don't take advant age of
Mal aysi a' s excel l ent port to ship weapon of nass destruction.

"We will work together to enhance security of our ports, while at the
sanme time not slow ng down trade, which will rmake this a very i nportant
joint initiatives," he added.

He said the US advocated t he opening up of market and i ncrease in
mar ket access in trade and services.

He said Prime M nister, Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad had repeat edly
spoken of globalisationandits reality. President Bush's adm nistration
shared t he sanme vi ew as Mal aysi a t hat gl obal i sati on and devel opnent shoul d
go hand in hand.

"Li ke Dr Mahathir, we also believe that the capital systemand free
mar ket systemare very i nportant, we are al so conmtted towards that. Qur
trade policy is very pro-market and pro-trade,” he added.

Asked on areas that Mal aysia and U. S could collaborate in the wake of
the gl obalisation, Lash saidit was i nportant that both parties | ooked at
trade and services sectors that had yet to have greater market access.

"By opening trade and renoving trade barriers in those sectors, we wll
be able to do nore for devel opi ng countries, and all owi ng themto conpete
in the gl obal market," he said.

However, he said, for Mal aysia to successfully conpete in the gl obal
mar ket particularly with the ermergi ng Chi na market, Ml aysi a shoul d further
enmphasi sed on the full inplenentation of Intellectual Property Rights
(I PR).

"You have been doing well in attracting investnent, but one of the nost
important things is to protect your patent and copyrights. It is not only
for the sake of foreign investors but also to protect the IPRfor your own
creative artists," he said.

He added that with better inplenmentation of I PR, Ml aysia woul d be able
to develop its talents.

"By addressing sone of these factors Mal aysia's grow h can continue
even nore, not for trade and devel opnent but al so for nurturing the
donestic industry," he said.

Asked on the current erratic U S econony and performance of its equity



mar ket and dol | ar, Lash said there were opportunities for further
i mprovenent.

He said the recent signing of accounting reformbill by President Bush
was a nove to put the USon aright track to econom c recovery.

"Such devel opnents are positive for US econony as well as for the
gl obal econony, " he added.

Asked on further trade rel ation between both countries, Lash said he
believed that it would continue to grow as the U. S econony gradual |y
recovered

"Qur relationshipis sostrong and it is a positive indication that
further investment fromthe U Sin Malaysia is forthcomng," he said. --
BERNAMA
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